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PHNOM  PENH,  Cambodia  (BP)  - 
Loud  bursts  of  gunfire  outside  shatter 
the  morning  calm. 

Inside,  the  people  of  Psa  Thmai 
Church  collectively  duck.  The  worship 
leader  stops  in  mid-sentenc^  finally 
glancing  cautiously  out  the  window  at 
the  commotion  below. 

Government  soldiers  fire  automatic 
weapons  into  the  air  as  their  convoy 
spe^  out  of  Cambodia’s  capital, 
Phnom  Penh,  toward  front-line 
fighting  with  Khmer  Rouge  guerrilla 
forces  in  western  provinces  bordering 
Thailand. 

Within  moments  the  motorcade 
passes.  Shots  fade  in  the  distance  Psa 
Thmai  Church  resumes  its  worship 
services.  But  the  memory  lingers. 

The  scene  dramatizes  the  fear  grip¬ 
ping  Cambodia.  The  Protestant 
church  feels  it  too.  Christians  expect 
the  worst.  Like  the  rest  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  they’re  not  sure  when  or  how  it 
wilt  come.  But  they’re  sure  it  will 
come. 

Just  a  year  after  “official”  govern¬ 
ment  recognition,  the  Protestant 
church  in  Cambodia  can  be 
characterized  by  one  word;  besieged. 

Cambodia’s  communist  govern¬ 
ment  wants  just  one  Protestant 
church  to  deal  with,  not  several. 
Buddhist-backed  society  prefers  no 
Christian  church  at  all.  Christian 
cults  want  their  particular  brand  of 
church.  Forei^  Christians  demand  to 
help  the  existing  church.  And  the  10 
house  churches  meeting  in  Phnom 
Penh  just  want  to  be  left  alone. 

“Through  the  guidelines  of  the  par¬ 
ty’s  central  committee,  we  want 
(house  churches)  to  unite  into  one 
church  in  Phnom  Penh,”  said  Mey 
Warn,  head  of  the  governing  National 
Front’s  religious  affairs  department, 

Mey  admitted  the  government  has 
allowed  50  Buddhist  temples  to  open 
in  Phnom  Penh.  But  Buddhism  is  the 
dominant  religion.  Buddhist  temples 
reopened  in  1979,  shortly  after  Viet¬ 
namese  troops  liberated  them  from 
Khmer  Rouge  domination.  Christian 
churches  were  only  recognized  of¬ 
ficially  last  year. 

House  church  leaders  don’t  want  to ' 
be  limited  to  just  one  meeting  place. 
Government  officials  say  it’s 
necessary :  the  country  is  at  war  and 
they  fear  infiltrators. 

“The  government  is  concerned  if 
(the  church)  gets  to  the  point  where 
it’s  a  political  force  —  a  partisan  sort 
of  thing,”  said  Bill  O’Leary,  a  (Uitholic 
Maryknoll  priest  from  the  United 
States.  “It’s  still  quite  delicate  here. 
Tliey’re  communists  but  not  atheists.” 

Government  authorities  insist  of¬ 
ficial  recognition  was  only  a  formali¬ 
ty.  They  -say  churches  have  been 
allowed  freedom  of  worship  since  the 
1979  ouster  of  the  Khmer  Rmige. 
Church  leaders  have  their  doubts. 

“People  are  really  afraid  of  the 
government,”  said  one  Cambodian 
who  asked  for  anonymity.  “T^’re 
fearful  the  government  is  going  to 
change  —  that  (Khmer  Rouge  leader) 


By  Michael  Chute 

Pol  Pot  will  come  back  —  and  they’ll 
be  persecuted  for  being  Christians.” 

Misunderstandings  continue  to 
develop  concerning  tm  latitude  given 
to  Protestants  as  nunors  run  rampant 
through  Phnom  Penh’s  house 
churches. 

Within  a  one-week  period,  rumors 
claimed  foreigners  were  no  longer 
allowed  to  attend  church  services, 
churches  must  be  registered  with  the 
government,  and  o^nances  of  the 
church  —  baptism  and  communion  — 
were  now  forbidden. 

Government  authorities  insisted  all 
the  rumors  were  untrue.  But  they  ad¬ 
mit  very  little  has  been  made  clear, 
either.  In  fact,  the  week  the  baptism 
rumor  circulated,  Psa  Thmai  (Jhurch 
held  its  third  baptism  service  in  six 
months,  baptizing  65  people  in  a  lake 
outside  Phnom  Penh. 

Outside  Phnom  Penh,  the  situation 
for  (Christians  varies,  depending  upon 
provincial  governments.  Church 
leaders  cite  numerous  examples  of 
persecution.  In  Kompong  Speu  last 
November,  two  Christians  were  jail¬ 
ed  for  preaching.  They  were  released 
only  after  agreeing  not  to  evangelize. 

In  another  case.  Buddhists  com¬ 


UNSUNG  HERO  —  Workers  at  a  tiny  international  school  in  Phnom  Penh.  Cam¬ 
bodia,  call  Southern  Baptist  Cooperative  Services  International  worker  Gloria  Carlton 
(shown  with  daughter  Mary,  age  7)  an  “unsung  hero”  because  of  her  tireless  work 
with  children  at  the  school.  Gloria  and  her  husband  Bruce  are  Southern  Baptists’ 
only  workers  in  Cambodia,  assigned  by  CSI.  The  one-room  school  was  started  with 
two  students  and  now  has  24.  It  has  just  one  teacher,  sent  by  the  World  Vision  relief 
organization.  Textbooks  were  donated  by  superintendents  of  public  and  Christian 
schools  in  the  United  States.  (BP  photo  by  Charles  Ledford) 


THANKSGIVING  —  Since  Cambodia's 
communist  government  officially 
recognized  the  Christian  church  in  April 
1990,  the  country’s  8,000  Christians  are 


plained  to  district  authorities  a  LJiris- 
tian  should  be  removed  as  head 
teacher  of  a  primary  school.  The 
school  is  locat^  in  a  Buddhist  tem¬ 
ple,  as  are  most  primary  and  secon¬ 
dary  schools  in  Cambodia.  Also, 
children  of  Christians  reportedly  are 
harassed  as  other  school  children 
refuse  to  socialize  with  them,  calling 
them  “Jesus  Children.” 

Of  50  pastors  trained  by  the  CJu-is- 
tian  and  Missionary  Alliance  —  which 
began  Protestant  work  in  Cambodia 


free  to  worship  openly,  as  this  young  man  'in  1923  —  only  10  were  still  function- 
does  in  a  house  church  in  Phnom  ing  in  1975.  Tbday,  there  are  only  two 
Penh.(BP  photo  by  Charles  Ledford)  pastors  left  —  one  retired,  one  living 


PAYDAY  —  Workers  at  Textile  Factory  «4  In  Phnom  Penh, 
Cambodia,  wait  anxiously  outside  the  factory  doors  for 
paychecks.  It  is  one  of  four  factories  in  Phnom  Penh  being 
aided  by  Southern  Baptists'  Cooperative  Services  International. 


CSI  worker  Bruce  Cartfon  is  trying  to  help  overcome  a  typhoid 
epidemic  in  the  factory.  After  two  decades  of  civil  war  and 
genocide,  Cambodians  continue  to  face  fear,  hunger,  poverty 
and  international  isolation.  (BP  photo  by  Charles  Ledford) 


in  Kompong  Cham  —  who  survived 
the  brutality  of  the  Khmer  Rouge 
drive  to  stamp  out  religion. 

Pol  Pot’s  communist  Khmer  Rouge 
regime  marked  CJiristians  for  death. 
Government  figures  show  only  8,000 
believers  remain  in  Cambodia  —  2,000 
Protestants,  3,000  Catholics,  and 
another  3,000  aligned  with  Christian 
cults. 

Common  to  every  Protestant  house 
church  in  Phnom  Penh  are  several 
characteristics.  Adequate  meeting 

S laces  are  hard  to  find.  Bibles  and 
ymnals  are  scarce.  Training 
materials  and  programs  are 
nonexistent. 

Yet,  nearly  all  church  observers  in 
Cambodia  insist  religious  cults,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  New  Apostolic  Church 
from  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
posed  the  greatest  threat  to  Pro¬ 
testants  during  the  past  year.  Scores 
of  Protestant  Christians  initially  left 
existing  churches,  lured  by  promises 
of  English-language  tuition  and  train¬ 
ing  courses  overseas,  which  have 
strong  appeal  among  younger  Cam¬ 
bodians.  In  some  cases  entire  church¬ 
es  aligned  themselves  with  the  New 
Apostolic  Church. 

“This  group  wreaked  havoc  among 
Protestants,^’  said  one  Christian 
worker.  “It  was  a  good  lure.  But  a  lot 
(of  Protes^nts)  have  come  back  (to 
house  churches)  after  the  initial  flood 
of  interest.” 

After  several  months  of  pointed 
discussions  with  church  leaders,  the 
communist  government  —  apparent¬ 
ly  not  previously  attuned  to  nuances 
within  Christian  circles  —  now 
recognizes  differences  between  Pro¬ 
testants  and  New  Apostolics. 

But  Christian  distinctions  continue 
to  confuse  government  officials 
responsible  for  religious  affairs.  They 
often  point  to  Buddha’s  teachings  as 
the  guiding  force  for  Buddhists  and 
say  the  Bible  should  guide  all 
CTiristians. 

In  December  the  government 
returned  use  of  a  former  seminary 
dormitory  to  the  Catholic  church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  O’Leary.  Now  about  1,000 
Catholic  parishioners  attend  Mass 
there  each  week. 

Concerning  the  church,  nearly 
everyone  agrees  on  one  thing:  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Cambodia  have  a  long  way  to 
go.  But  then,  look  at  where  they  have 
been. 

Chute  writes  for  FMB. 
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Editor’s  Notebook 

Stop  that  pendulum 


Guy  Hendersori 


SYRIA 


LfBANON 


Mt.  Hvmon 


llie  right  wing  has  a  propensity  for  we  slipp^  that  much?  Would  not  a  in  the  SBC  and  assuredly  the  flaws  of 
swuiging  too  far  to  the  right,  land  now  cooperative  course  correction  be  the  moderates  are  becoming  more  ap- 
t^  left  wing  is  trying  to  wtdo  the  more  appropriate  than  the  “all  or  parent.  It  appears  we  have  10  percent 
right  wing.  Increasingly,  ^re  is  nothing”  attitude  that  will  see  the  two  on  the  extreme  right  and  10  percent 

publisters  in  competition  and  confuse  on  the  extreme  k^t  with  the  80  percent 
our  churches.  This  knee-jerk  reaction  feeling  the  tug  from  both  sides.  Is 
is  hardly  warranted.  there  no  way  we  can  say  “cool  it”  to 

the  extremes  and  get  on  with  the 
For  a  season  the  moderates  ap-  ,  t,;  .i. 

— ired  to  be  what  the  SBC  needed  to  s  work .  ^mily  bicken^  is  not 

^  w  attractive  and  leads  to  outlandish 

leaven  some  of  the  militancy  of  the  uuuauuion 

conservatives.  Now  it  appears  they 

Meanwhile,  a  nation  is  rocked  with 
a„a..  in  ^  moderaie,.^  rbnS!’“?S’d  S 

a“3'’«cl4fol4'SenB^'g: 

ing  made  from  both  sides  about  the  the  ^1  yStoa 
Bible  ttal  are  more  tor  shocking  the  ^Sca'So^iS  an  Srea»  to 

receptivity  of  the  gospel,  and  Asia  is 
thousands  of  dollars  to  design,  I  don’t  necessarily  like  what  has  revealing  possibilities  of  becoming 
develop,  field  test,  and  market  what  happened  in  the  SBC  in  the  last  the  center  of  Christianity.  What  will 
was  once  considered  to  be  the  world’s  derade,  nor  do  I  favor  the  break-away  historians  write  about  what  could 
best  Sunday  School  literature.  Have  spirit  of  the  moderates.  It^  not  all  bad  Southern  Baptists’  finest  hour? 


^SEAOf 

QAULS 


servatives  and  moderates  bordering 
on  combativeness.  1 

Beginning  in  October  1991,|you  can 
buy  Sunday  School  literature  “By 
Baptists  for  Baptists”  from  Smyth  P®®' 
and  Helwys  Publishing,  Inc.  in  Green- 
ville,  S.C.  It  is  said  to  be  fi 
“pack”  thinking  and  a  “heM”  men¬ 
tality.  Citing  the  desperate  need  of 
Southern  Baptists  for  an  alternate 
Sunday  School  curriculum,  Robert  G. 

Fulbright  of  Missouri  will  head  a 
design  team  to  develop  a  new  cur¬ 
riculum  called  “Formations.”  „  ,  cl  ,  j. 

Southern  Baptists  have  spent  than  feeding  them, 
thousands  of  dollars  to  design. 
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JERUSALEM 


JORDAN 


betnuhem 


ISRAEL 


Spouse  abuse 


the  other  side 


Baptist  Record,  dated  AprU  18,  1991,  as  much  damage  as  murder,  but  only  to  conununicate. 

said,  “Domestic  violence  is  quickly  the  victim  is  sent  to  (a  non-person)  We  may  find  a  clue  to  solving  the 

becoming  America’s  number  one  prison  for  life,  while  the  guilty  party  abuse  problem  in  the  letter  from  a 

health  problem.  goes  free  to  bring  pain  to  someone  17-year-old  boy,  in  which  he  asks  the 

“In  the  Unit^  States  today,  spouse  else  question,  “Why  do  most  girls  prefer 

abuse  specialists  claim  some  8.7  It  would  seem,  verbal  abuse  may  be  rough  and  rowdy  boys  over  good  and 

million  men  abuse  wives.  Abuse  in-  more  harmful  than  physical  abuse,  nice  behaving  boys?”  Do  these  girls 

eludes  murder,  rape  and  sexual  Most  murders  and  abuse  would  never  not  know  that  when  they  marry,  these 

assault,  slaps,  kicks,  as  well  as  have  happened  if  someone  had  kept  husbands  cannot  be  made  into  Forget  the  trip  to  the  optometrist;  your  eyes  are  not  playing  tricks  on  you. 

threats,  name-calling,  personal  put-  his  mouth  shut.  Words  are  seductive  gentlemen?  The  simple  answer  is,  if  Yes,  our  local  cartogra(Hier  is  a  bit  off  —  about  5,000  mUes  —  this  we^. 

downs,  and  other  forms  of  physical  and  dangerous  material  and  should  be  women  want  good  husbands  they  as  You’ve  hf^arii^bout  the  size  ^  Israel.  We  just  wanted  to  give  you  an  exam- 

and  emotional  battering.”  used  with  caution.  You  never  have  to  girls,  must  date  only  good  b<^.  Girls,  pie  in  a  rot^  overlay  comparing  the  Holy  Land  r^ion  with  Mississippi. 

It  would  seem  that  we  should  ask,  take  a  dose  of  your  own  medicine  if  if  you  want  to  avoid  abuse,  keep  Scholars  mw  noted  ^t  Jesus,  with  the  Egyptian  so^Mim  being  the  excep- 
did  these  specialists  try  to  determiiK  you  know  when  to  keep  your  mouth  yourselves  pure  and  develop  a  habit  tion,seld<m  traveled  mcmttuuj  a  hundred  miles  fitmi  his  bc^rhood  home  Hav- 
whether  the  wivra  provoked  their  shut.  Kind  words  do  not  wear  out  the  of  talking  without  nagging  and  by  all  ing  the  Jordan  River  fvorti  Kosciusko  to  just  east  of  F^lahatchie,  helps 
spouses  to  such  violence?  tongue,  so  we  should  speak  them  means  date  only  good,  gentle  young  us  understate  though  isimous,  this  meandering  creek  is  really  small. 

We  learned  that  Ralph  became  often.  men.  You  ^n  drive,  from  the  dry,  narren  desert  of  Beersheba  to  the  lush,  semi- 

ewaged  when  Sharon  “dropped  tlw  THE  CASE  OF  (we  shaU  call  them)  Irwin  is  pastor  of  Calvary  Church  tropic  Of  Dan  in  approximately  three  hours.  It’s  like  driving  from 

dirty  sheets  on  the  floor,”  but  we  did  JACK  AND  JILL;  They  had  come  to  in  Holly  Springs.  McComb  to  EUpora,  ezttpt  Our  scenery  would  change  little 

not  learn  what  had  taken  place  before  the  office  as  a  result  of  a  fight  in  The  area  arotmd  the  Sea  of  Gsdilee  would  probably  be  the  favorite  for  most 

she  dropp^  the  sheets.  iThis  may  which  Jill  had  received  several  Mississippi^.  You  can  sjt  jn  a  rocking  chair  on  the  verarvla  of  a  quaint  iwitot 

have  been  just  one  side  of  the  story ;  bruises  and  complained  of  abuse  The  and  gaze  op  we  same.'bqdyrQf  water  where  the  disciples  fished  for  a  livuig. 

we  did  not  hear  from  Ralph.  counselor  had  met  with  each  of  them,  -i^  i  I  |  The  northern  edge  wl^w' J«ils  taught  the  multitude  is  in  the  distance,  and 

Abuse  should  never  become  accep-  three  or  four  times  before  having  ilCW  Di&CK  1515^  rising  like  a  fbn^  aetbss 'the  sea  are  the  (iiolan  Heights, 

table  behavior,  in  the  church  or  out  of  them  come  in  together.  Jack  had  ad-  i  i  *1  Kids  may  drive  from  Wtest  to  Lexington  on  Sunday  night  after  church  to 

the  church.  Yet  we  know  that  it  does  mitted  beating  Jill,  but  said  that  it  CtlUrCll  Organized  get  a  soda  pop,  but  not  too  many  would  drive  from  Cana  to  Nazareth,  though 
happen.  If  we  are  to  do  anything  con-  came  after  Jill  had  spent  several  days  .  ■>  a-  •  i .  the  distance  is  similar. 

strucUye,  we  must  look  at  both  sides,  nagging  at  him,  to  which  she  finally  Ul  Meridian  Practice  saying  it:  “When  I  go  to  the  Holy  Land  . . not,  “If  I  go _ ” 

Working  with  family  counseling  in  comessed,  and  said  she  might  have  Something  meaningful  is  to  be  mscovered  in  every  city.  Israel’s  Department 

a  larae  city  wiu  an  eye-opener.  It  been  wrong.  Providence  (Thurch,  Marietta,  Ga.,  of  Tburism,  El  A1  Airline,  or  your  local  travel  agent  will  be  happy  to  assist 

woukfseem  unthinkable  that  rape  and  Jack  cried  and  said  that  he  was  has  organized  a  black  Southern  Bap-  you  in  planning  your  trip.  The  editors’  and  writers’  groiq>  covert  it  in  seven 

sexual  assault  would  take  place  be-  sorry  and  wduld  try  to  control  his  tist  Church  in  Meridian.  The  church  days,  but  two  weeks  wt^d  be  better.  —  G.H. 

tween  husband  and  wife,  until  we  temper,  but  said  to  hv,  “Honey,  please  was  orgEmized  on  Sunday,  May  5,  after 

learn  that  some  couples  play  sex  don’t  nag  me.”  Jill  said.  I’ll  ti^.”  revival  services  were  held  on  ^tur- 

games,  that  is,  they  withhold  sex  when  The  counselor  was  feeling  that  this  day  and  Sunday.  Ax*  .Cxl^  |  j 

the  spouse  does  not  give  or  get  them  was  sure  to  be  one  of  his  successful  W.  L.  Scott,  pastor.  Providence  T 1 1^  T ^  T 

what  they  want.  When  this  behavior  cases,  but  Ets  they  walked  to  the  door.  Church,  led  in  the  organization.  The  #  1  1 1 1^  I  III  I  I  d  I 

takes  place,  sex  becomes  a  thing  of  he  overheard:  Jill  in  a  loud  voice  say,  revival  and  organization  of  the  new  ” 

barter,  very  close  to  selling  the  b^y.  “Ill  tell  you  one  thing  ‘Buster,’  if  you  church  were  held  in  the  Macedonia 

This  behavior  reduces  the  person  to  ever  lay  a  hand  on  me  again,”  before  Primitive  Baptist  Church  (black)  at  Grady  ()rowell,  director  (rf  missions  $19,904  for  the  past  ten  years, 

the  animal  level  and  may  cause  them  she  could  finish.  Jack  shot  back  with  601  21st  Street  in  Meridian.  The  Pro-  in  Cla^e  Association,  reports  the  “This  is  not  written  to  be  boastful, 

to  act  as  an  animal  would.  Either  a  booming  voice,  “You’ll  do  what?”,  vidence  Church  in  Marietta  is  a  remarkable  way  the  29  churches  there  but  to  encourage  our  church^  to  be 

spouse  may  inflect  this  Kurt  upon  the  Jill  responded  in  a  cowed  tone,  “I  just  member  of  the  Noonday  Baptist  responded  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  generous  in  supporting  home  mis- 

other.  don’t  want  you  to  hurt  me  any  more,”  Association,  SBC.  Home  Missions  Offering.  sions,”  said  Crowell. 

“Sticks  and  stones  may  break  my  to  which  Jack  replied  in  a  hopeful  Scott  can  be  heard  on  radio  in  Meri-  In  1980  the  churches  gave  $10,974 

bones,  but  words  never  will.”  This  old  voice,  “Me  either.’^  As  the  door  clos-  dian,  Monday  through  Friday  bet-  and  then  doubled  the  amount  in  the  A  tip  of  the  hat  this  week  to  the 

chant,  that  we  learned  as  children,  ed,  Jill  in  a  mumbling  voice  said,  “If  ween  12  and  1  on  radio  station  WNBN  next  five  years.  In  1991,  the  churches  generous  people  in  Clarke  Associa- 

just  is  not  true!  Words  that  belittle,  you  do.  I’ll  have  you  put  under  the  AM  1290.  gave  $23,379.  They  have  averaged  tion.  —  G.H. 
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Atlanta  doctors  say,  ‘‘Do  some  pre-trip  planning” 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Two  physicians  and  both  are  associate  program  direc-  —  Anticipate  the  significant  amount  kit  with  things  you’re  most  like  to  and  from  Atlanta.  The  fares  are  five 

from  the  Georgia  Baptist  Medical  tors  for  the  residency  training  pro-  of  walking  required  for  a  convention,  need;  aspirin,  Band-Aids,  antacids,  percent  discount  off  any  published 

Onter  will  operate  the  first  aid  center  gram  at  GBMC.  Make  sure  your  shoes  are  comfortable  and  decongestants  are  a  few.  fare  (with  some  exceptions),  and  a  45 

when  Southern  Baptists  convene  in  Their  advice:  enough  for  walking  the  distances  from  —  Atlanta  can  be  very  hot  and  percent  discount  off  the  unrestricted 

June  for  their  annual  meeting.  —  If  you  have  a  known  physical  con-  hotel  to  convention  center  to  humid,  even  in  early  June.  Plan  to  be  coach  fare  (seven  days  advance  reser- 

Their  advice  for  convention  at-  dition,  make  certain  you  bring  an  ade-  restaurant.  able  to  dress  accordingly.  vations  and  ticketing  required), 

tenders :  do  some  pre-trip  planning,  quate  supply  of  your  prescription  —  6y  its  nature,  the  convention  is  —  Finally,  don’t  forgftt  to  wear  your 

David  Baxter  and  David  Anders  medications.  a  very  busy  time.  Don’t  forget  to  take  seatbelt  if  driving  to  and  from  the  'Ib  take  advantage  of  the  discounts 

will  co-direct  the  center  as  they  did  —  (Sieck  with  your  local  physician  careof  the  basics  of  good  h^lth  care:  convention.  call  World  Class  TVavel,  Inc.,  at 

when  the  annual  meeting  was  held  in  before  leaving  home  to  see  if  you  adequate  rest  and  proper  food.  Convention  officials  also  reminded  1-800-237-0434,  8:30-5:30,’  Monday 

Atlanta  in  1986.  are  board  cer-  should  take  any  medical  information  —  When  planning  for  the  convention  Soi  them  Baptists  that  Delta  Air  through  Friday,  Central  Time  Zone, 

tified  specialists  in  internal  medicine  with  you  to  Atlanta.  don’t  forget  to  pack  a  small  medicine  Lines  has  special  convention  rates  to  Refer  to  File  Number  D0569. 


Attitude  can  transform 
job,  McDonald  claims 

By  Mark  Wingfield 

NEWARK,  N.J.  (BP)  —  Got  a  boring  job  in  a  city  full  of  nameless  people? 

Attitude  can  transform  a  boring  urban  job  into  a  Christian  ministry,  an 
American  Baptist  pastor  and  author  said  during  an  urban  ministries  con¬ 
ference  in  Newark,  NJ. 

Gordon  McDonald,  pastor  of  Trinity  Church  in  New  York  City,  related  the 
story  of  a  bus  driver  he  sees  almost  ^ily  in  his  commute  to  work.  One  day 
the  man  complained  to  McDonald;  “You’ve  got  it  a  lot  better  Rian  me.  You 
have  an  interesting  job  and  travel  different  places.  I  just  drive  this  bus  up 
and  down  the  same  streets  every  day.” 

McDonald  told  the  bus  driver  his  job  could  be  a  Christian  ministry  too. 
“Every  day,  when  you  first  get  on  this  before  anyone  else  gets  on,  dedicate 
that  bw  to  God  for  that  day.  Declare  it  to  be  a  sanctuary  for  God  for  that 
day.  Consecrate  it  to  God’s  glory,  and  then  act  like  it  is  a  place  where  God 
dwells.” 

Several  weeks  later  McDonald  returned  from  a  trip  and  saw  the  bus  driver. 
“You’ve  transformed  my  life,”  the  man  exclaimed.  “I’ve  been  doing  what  you 
said  every  day,  and  it  has  made  me  see  my  job  in  an  entirely  new  perspective” 

The  same  transformation  could  happen  to  other  people  in  their  work  if  they 
would  take  the  time  to  prayerfully  adjust,  their  attitudes  each  day,  McDonald 
claimed. 

Wingfield  writes  for  HMB. 

6,000  Southern  Baptists 
chart  a  new  course 

depAvfi  you  of  your  r^j^qus  liberty, 
you  have  givm  me'^BC’Shtirely  too 

search 

for  a  ^  timg'rai^ti^’Hu^tor  im- 
medimel^,  "'sdid'yelected  nji^erator 
John  flejy^^s'tor  of  FirstXhurch, 


The  Second  Front  Rage 


The  6,000  Southern  Baptists  who 
met  in  Atlanta  in  early  May  charted 
a  new  course  of  denominational  in¬ 
volvement,  unsure  of  where  it  would 
take  them.  They  adopted  a  new  name 
—  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  — 
a  constitution,  a  budget,  a  mission 
plan,  and  agreed  to  meet  again  next 
year. 

Some  momentum  was  noted  in  the 
attendance  which  was  doubled  from 
the  3,000  which  met  last  August.  Still 
only  200  churches  have  contributed 
funds  to  the  organization,  though 
Daniel  Vestal,  Atlanta  f^tor,  said  the 
“embryonic”  organization  represents 
the  sentiment  of  “hundreds  of 
thousands”  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Or^nizers  cited  three  reasons  for 
formii^  the  Fellowship;  “a  policy  of 
exclusion”  practices  by  fui^men- 
tal/conservatives  since  1979,  the  futili¬ 
ty  of  further  political  activity,  and 
critical  theological  differences.  In 
their  search  for  success.  Southern 
Baptists  surrendered  their  freedom  to 
a  “centralized  bureaucracy,”  said 
Nancy  Ammerman,  a  Baptist 
sociologist  teaching  at  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity.  “We  promised  to  build  our  chur- 
plsn  GUT  programs,  iraui  OUT 
leaders,  robe  our  choirs,  tag  our 
visitors,  and  pray  our  prayers  accord¬ 
ing  to  calendars  and  handbooks  that 
come  from  official  church  head¬ 
quarters,”  she  said.  “The  Pope  should 
be  so  lucky.  It  took  a  fundamentalist 
takeover  of  the  denomination’s  institu¬ 
tions  to  show  us  just  how  completely 
we  had  alreadv  —  voluntarily  —  given 
up  our  freedom.  If  the  SBC  can 


Grady  Cothen,  former  president  of 
Baptist  "Sunday  school  said 

$1.57  rn^oh  had  b^^^glyen  through 
the  Fei^)^^,ch^iblela^6f  April  30. 

The  group  will  be  governed  by  a 
moderator,  moderator-elect,  and 
recorder  who  will  serve  with  a  79 
member  coordinating  council. 
Mississippians  elected  to  the  coor¬ 
dinating  council  are;  Jean  Bond, 
Starkville;  Suzzi  Paynter,  Jackson 
(three  years);  Joe  Tuten,  Jackson 
(two  years) ;  and  Ibm  Sims,  Richton 
(one  year).  Bylaws  call  for  five 
minisUy  groups;  world  missions, 
literature,  ethics  and  public  policy, 
theological  education,  and  equipping 
the  laity. 

John  Hewett,  moderator,  would  not 
admit  that  any  money  funneled 
through  the  Fellowship  would  reduce 
the  SBC’s  massive  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  budget.  He  said  for  every 
moderate  church  that  redirects  its 
giving,  a  “fundamentalist”  church 
may  increase  giving.  “The  operative 
word  is  choice.  Local  autonomy  is 
breaking  out  all  over,  and  the  freedom 
is  exhilarating,”  Hewett  said. 

This  story  was  compiled  from  ABP 
and  BP  reports. 


Bush  will  speak  at  SBC,  Atlanta 

President  George  Bosh  will  speak  at  the  Sonthem  Baptist  Convention, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  Thursday,  June  C.  He  is  expected  to  speak  to  the  mom- 
ing  session. _ _ _ 
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Prison  officials  won’t  let 
Noriega  to  be  baptized 


MIAMI  (ABP)  —  Manuel  Noriega 
won’t  be  baptized  until  he  is  either 
convicted  or  acquitted  of  drug 
charges,  if  his  prison  guardians  have 
their  way. 

The  deposed  Panamanian  leader, 
who  says  he  became  a  (Christian  a 
year  ago  in  his  Miami  prison  cell 
under  the  influence  of  two  Texas 
evangelists,  is  now  requesting 
baptism. 

But  Warden  Stephen  Pontesso  of  the 
Metropolitan  Correctional  Center  has 
informed  Nori^  and  the  evangelists 
that  the  baptism  won’t  be  allowed 
while  Noriega  is  in  custody  at  the 
federal  facility  in  Miami. 

Noriega  is  awaiting  trial  June  24  on 
federal  drug  trafficking  charges.  Ac¬ 
cused  of  being  a  key  link  in  illegal 
drug  traffic  between  South  America 


By  Greg  Warner 

and  the  United  States,  Noriega  could 
be  sentenced  to  165  years  in  prison  if 
convicted. 

In  a  March  26  letter  to  evangelist 
Clift  Brannon  of  Longview,  Texas, 
Warden  Pontesso  said  MCC  chaplains 
have  neither  performed  nor  approv¬ 
ed  any  baptisms  at  the  detention 
facility,  which  he  said  is  “a  temporary 
place  of  residence”  for  those  awaiting 
trial.  It  is  “imperative,”  Pontesso 
wrote,  that  the  prison  “not  single  out 
Mr.  Noriega  for  special  treatment.” 

Branixxi  and  fellow  evangelist  Rudy 
Hernandez  of  San  Antonio,  Tracas, 
visited  Noriega  in  prison  Majyr  15,  on 
the  one-year  anniversary  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith. 

The  evangelists  had  hoped  to  bap¬ 
tize  Noriega  during  their  visit  and  had 
arranged  for  him  to  become  a 


member  of  a  Baptist  church  in 
Miami. 

The  evangelists  were  accompanied 
in  their  visit  by  Miami  Baptist  layman 
Tony  Ponceti,  who,  at  the  request  of 
the  evangelists,  has  led  Noriega 
through  eight  months  of  intensive 
weekly  Bible  studies. 

Concerning  Noriega’s  request  for 
baptism,  MCC  information  officials 
said  any  reversal  of  the  prison’s 
refusal  would  have  to  come  from  the 
federal  prison  system’s  central  office 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

Brannon  said  they  will  appeal  the 
baptism  decision  tlvrough  the  federal 
prisiMi  system.  “We  believe  that  is  go¬ 
ing  to  come  about,”  he  said. 

Warner  is  editor.  Associate  Baptist 
Press. 


CLC  joins  NRLC  in  court  brief 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 
Southern  Baptist  (Christian  Life  (Com¬ 
mission  has  joined  the  National  Right 
to  Life  Committee  in  a  friend-of-the- 
court  brief  asking  the  United  States 
Sunreme  Court  to  rule  the  Civil  Rieht.5 
Act  of  1871  cannot  oe  used  by  abor¬ 
tionists  to  sue  pro-life  groups  such  as 
Operation  Rescue  for  blocking  access 
to  abortion  clinics. 

The  120-year-old  law,  known  as  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  Act,  was  intended  to 
protect  the  constitutional  rights  of 
black  persons,  not  the  rights  of  abor¬ 
tionists  or  women  seeking  abortions, 
the  brief  says. 

It  also  says  there  is  no  protection 
against  private  interference  with  a 
li^t  to  ablation  under  th«-KKK  Act 
or  the  Ninth  Amendment,  a  conten¬ 
tion  made  by  legal  counsel  for  the 
Alexandria,  Va.,  Women’s  Clinic.  ‘The 
right  to  abortion,  under  Roe  v. 
Wade, ...  is  a  Fourteenth  Amend- 


By  Tam  Strode 

ment  right  against  government  in¬ 
terference  with  the  abortion  decision, 
not  a  right  against  all  interference,” 
the  brief  says. 

‘It  is  a  perversion  of  statutory  con- 


...  1*^.. 


ui  ••rsi  pry-Kit:  pruitrsicis 
like  KKK  members  who  had  commit¬ 
ted  violent  crimes,”  said  Michael 
Whitehead,  general  counsel  of  the 
CLC.  “KKK  members  treated  blacks 
like  nonpersons,  and  this  law  pro¬ 
hibited  that  [Hactice.  It  turns  the 
statute  on  its  head  to  allow  it  to  be  us¬ 
ed  by  groups  who  treat  unbrnm  babies 
as  nonpersons.”  ^ 

The  Civil  Rights  Act  was  passed  in 
1871  to  protect  blacks,  who  recently 
had  received  constitutional  citizen¬ 
ship,  from  harassment  by  KKK 
members. 

Undo*  the  act,  victims  were  granted 
the  right  to  sue  private  offenders  in 
federal  court. 


Bray  v.  Alexandria  Women’s  Clinic 
is  reportedly  among  about  25  cases  in 
the  United  States  in  which  courts  have 
issued  injunctions  under  the  KKK  Act 
to  prohibit  Operation  Rescue  and 

»>*V%  l•^'^  ••  *8*  •  — 

iMu-Auc  tiufii 

abortion  clinics.  In  the  case,  Jayne 
Bray  and  other  Operation  Rescue 
members  were  enjoined  from  block¬ 
ing  access  to  Alexandria  Women’s 
Clinic  and  other  abortion  clinics  in 
northern  Virginia. 

The  Fourth  Circuit  Court  of  Appels 
ruled  the  pro-lifers  would  be  imping 
a  constitutional  right  to  travel  across 
state  lines  because  many  of  the 
women  seeking  abortions  were  from 
other  states. 

The  brief  was  filed  by  NRLC’s 
counsel  April  11.  'The  case  is  expected 
to  be  heard  in  the  fall. 

Strode  is  director,  media  and  news 
information,  Washington  office.  CLC. 
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Fellowship:  formation  of  ^oup 
is  not  from  ‘‘petty  rivalry” 


Associational  Officers  Training  was  held  May  14  in  Jackson. 


Association  leaders  meet, 
Alta  W^ods,  Jackson 

By  Guy  Henderson 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Fbrmation  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  does 
not  stem  from  “petty  rivalry,”  accmtl- 
ing  to  a  statement  [Hinted  by  the  in¬ 
terim  steering  committee  of  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship,  precursor  to  the  new 
group. 

More  than  5,000  Southern  Baptist 
moderates  formed  Cooperative  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship  during  a  May  9-11 
meeting  in.  Atlanta. 

“If  the  old  moderate  wing  of  the 
SBC  were  represented  in  making 
policy  and  were  treated  as  welcomed 
representatives  of  competing  ideas  in 
the  Baptist  mission  task,  then  we 
would  co-exist,  as  we  did  for  years, 
alongside  fundamentalism,”  the  state¬ 
ment  said.  “But  this  is  not  the  way 
things  are.” 

Walter  Shurden,  professor  of  church 
history  at  Mercer  University  in 
Macon,  Ga.,  read  the  statement  on 
behalf  of  the  steering  committee 

In  a  later  interview,  Shurden  said 
this  statement,  originally  intended  to 
be  a  preamble  to  the  fellowship’s  con¬ 
stitution,  was  written  in  a  fashion 
similar  to  the  public  statement  given 
in  1845  to  explain  the  purpose  of  the 
constitution  and  bylaws  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ckinvention. 

Shurden  said  he  and  Cecil  Sherman, 
pastor  of  Broadway  Church  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  were  the  primary 
writers  of  the  statement. 

Forming  the  fellowship  “does  not  re¬ 
quire  that  we  sever  ties  with  the  old 
^uthern  Baptist  Convention,”  the 
statement  said.  “It  does  give  us 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

another  mission  delivery  system,  one 
more  like  our  understanding  of  what 
it  means  to  be  Baptist  and  what  it 
means  to  do  gospel.” 

Formii^  this  new  group  is  merely 
a  confession  there  is  a  division  within 
the  SBC,  the  statement  said.  “To 
spend  our  time  trying  to  reclaim  a 
human  institution  is  to  make  more  of 
that  institution  than  we  ought  to  make 

“When  we  make  more  of  the  SBC 
than  we  ought,  we  risk  falling  into 
idolatry.  Twelve  years  is  too  long  to 
engage  in  political  activity.  We  are 
called  to  higher  purposes.” 

The  statement  identified  six  areas 
where  moderates  differ  with  the  con¬ 
servatives  who  have  gained  control  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
the  past  12  years: 

1.  Bible.  “The  Bible  neither  claims 
nor  reveals  inerrancy  as  a  Christian 
teaching.  Bible  claims  must  be  bas¬ 
ed  on  the  Bible,  not  on  human  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  Bible” 

Inerrancy  —  generally  defined  as 
the  belief  that  the  Bible  is  literally 
true  in  everything  it  says  —  was  the 
rallying  cry  for  conservatives  as  they 
gained  control  of  presidential  appoin¬ 
tive  powers  in  the  SBC. 

2.  Education.  “Fundamentalists 
educate  indoctrination  ...  We  seek 
to  enlarge  and  build  upon  such  truth 
as  we  have.” 

3.  Mission.  “Fundamentalists  make 
the  mission  assignment  narrower 
than  Jesus  did.  They  allow  their  em¬ 
phasis  on  direct  evat^elism  to  under¬ 
cut  other  biblical  ministries  of  mer- 


cy  and  justice  This  narrowed  defini¬ 
tion  of  what  a  missionary  ought  to  be 
and  do  is  a  contention  between  us.” 

4.  Pastor.  “ThQr  argue  the  pastor 
should  be  the  ruler  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion  . . .  Our  understanding  of  tte  role 
of  the  pastor  is  to  be  a  ser¬ 
vant/shepherd.” 

5.  Women.  The  statement  said  con¬ 
servatives  generally  believe  women 
should  be  submissive  to  men  in 
church  leadership  roles,  but 
moderates  believe  women  are  “equal¬ 
ly  capable  of  dealing  with  sacred 
issues.” 

6.  Church.  Describing  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  as  "ecumenical” 
and  “inclusive,”  the  statement  said: 
“We  are  eager  to  have  feUowship  with 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  faith 
and  to  recognize  their  work  for  our 
Savior.  We  do  not  try  to  make  them 
conform  to  us;  we  try  to  include  them 
in  our  design  for  mission.” 

‘The  points  of  difference  are 
critical,”  the  statement  said.  “They 
are  the  stuff  around  which  a 
fellowship  such  as  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  is  made. 

“At  no  place  have  we  been  able  to 
negotiate  about  these  differences. 
Were  our  fundamentalist  brethren  to 
negotiate,  they  would  compromise. 
And  that  would  be  a  sin  by  their 
understandings.  So  we  can  either 
come  to  their  position  or  we  can  form 
a  new  feUowship.” 

Wingfield  writes  for  HMB.  Linda 
Lawson  contributed  to  this  story. 


More  than  570  association  leaders 
attmded  Associational  Officers  TVain- 
ing  (AOT)  at  the  Alta  Woods  C3iurch, 
May  14.  This  meeting,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Eugene  Dobbs,  administrative 
assistant  for  minis^,  MBCB,  seeks 
to  ^uip  the  association  leaders  to 
train  me  church  leaders  in  the 
association. 

BiU  Causey,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  spoke  to  the  g^p  on  the 
priorities  of  the  Ckmvention  and  the 
priorities  for  associations  and 
churches.  The  focus  is  “Helping  to 
bring  Mississippi  and  the  world  to 
Jesus,”  and  our  every  meeting,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Causey,  ought  to  contribute  to 
this. 

The  prioqties  deal  with  the  “bow  to” 
and  C^ausey  said  th^  were  first,  bear¬ 
ing  an  authentic  witness  to  every 


Mississippian  in  aU  ethnic  groups  and 
social  strata. 

Second,  there  should  be  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  evepr  Christian  to  be  in  a  Bi¬ 
ble  study  in  his  own  context,  and  third¬ 
ly,  every  Christian  should  be  enlisted 
and  trained  to  help  in  bringing  others 
to  Oirist. 

“Everything  we  do  should  come 
under  one  of  these  three  priorities. 
God  has  given  us  the  power,  deflned 
the  task,  promised  his  presence,  and 
we  are  to  cwitinue  on  ’til  the  end  of  the 
ages,”  said  Causey. 

Don  Wilson,  associational  consul¬ 
tant,  said  there  were  15  training 
groups  led  by  Baptist  Building  person¬ 
nel,  plus  several  leaders  from 
Nashville  and  the  Home  Mission 
Board. 


“Don’t  sleepwalk  through  this,” 
say  Mississippians  of  Fellowship 

By  Tim  Nicholas 

During  a  meeting  of  Mississippi  our  way  through  the  Civil  Rights  career  missionaries  in  her  area. 


Convention  Board  elects  Goff 
BSU  diredtoi*,  Jones  County  CC 


Baptists  attending  the  Atlanta  con¬ 
vocation  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship,  a  pastor  summed  up  the 
feeling  of  others  who  don’t  want  to  be 
identified  publicly  with  the  Fellowship 
because  of  potential  criticism.  He 
said.  ‘They  will  say  we  don’t  believe 
the  Bible.” 

However,  any  person  who  wishes  to 
participate  may  do  so  in  a  series  of 
meetings  to  be  held  in  five  Mississip¬ 
pi  locations  in  the  next  yeiar.  The 
statewide  planning  group  consists  of 
James  Yates,  Yazoo  City;  John 
McGraw,  Laurel ;  Wayne  Riley,  Meri¬ 
dian;  Ray  Lloyd,  Starkville;  and 
Howard  Williams,  Clinton.  These  are 
responsible  for  planning  the  regional 
meetings.  Dates  and  places  will  be  an- 
nounceu  as  piaiis  pFG^'^. 

During  state  meetings  at  the 
Fellowship  sessions,  participants 
discussed  felt  needs  in  missions  and 
Christian  literature,  and  nominated 
persons  for  the  national  coordinating 
council. 

Those  Mississippians  nominated, 
and  subsequently  elected  to  the 
Fellowship’s  Coordinating  Council, 
were  Tom  Sims  of  Richton ;  Joe  Ihten 
and  Suzii  Paynter  of  Jackson;  and 
Jean  Bond  of  Starkville.  Results  of  the 
state  group  discussions  were  given  to 
national  planning  groups. 

Ihlk  ran  to  the  perceptions  of  others 
who  are  not  active  in  the  Fellowship’s 
beginnings. 

‘Thirty  years  ago  we  sleepwalked 


movement,”  said  one  Mississippian 
participating  in  the  recent  Atlanta 
meeting  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship. 

“Let’s  not  sleepwalk  our  way 
through  this,”  he  said. 

"Whiat  we’re  going  through  now  can 
be  more  vicious”  than  in  the  60s,  said 
another  participant. 

The  50  or  so  Mississippi  Baptists 
questioned  why  the  predominant  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  Fellowship  comes 
from  laypersons. 

The  pastors,  said  one,  “are  too 
afraid  to  take  the  pulse  of  the  con¬ 
gregations.”  Another  suggested  that 
“th^  have  not  cared  enough  about 
their  Baptist  heritage  and  have  not 
had  the  offensive  and  difficult  ex- 

Concerning  missions,  Mississip¬ 
pians  talked  of  several  career  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  are  either  resigning  or 
who  they  predicted  would  resign  as  a 
result  of  Uie  convention  controversy. 
There  was  general,  though  not 
uniform,  agreement  that  missionaries 
are  upset  with  the  results  of  the  con¬ 
troversy,  such  as,  participants  said, 
giving  60  percent  of  one’s  time  to 
evangelism  despite  the  actual  job  of 
the  missionary. 

One  retired  missionary  said  “I  don’t 
believe  there’s  a  panic  on  the  forei^ 
mission  field.”  Another  retired  mis¬ 
sionary  said  he  believes  more  mis¬ 
sionaries  will  be  coming  home. 
Another  mission  volunteer  said  of 


‘They’re  scared.” 

“We’re  discussing  a  long  process,” 
said  one  of  the  retired  career  mis¬ 
sionaries.  “It  demands  new  methods,” 
he  said. 

“The  cooperative  effort  is  the  best 
way  to  go,”  said  another  Mississip¬ 
pian.  “It’s  the  safest  for  the  mis¬ 
sionary,”  he  said,  affirming  that  a 
missionary  who  must  spend  a  portion 
of  his  or  her  time  raising  salaries  can¬ 
not  concentrate  on  the  work  as  can 
SBC  missionaries  whose  salaries  are 
guaranteed. 

In  the  area  of  (Christian  literature, 
there  was  general  agreement  that  Bi¬ 
ble  study  should  be  ^  primary  focus. 
“Of  the  faults  I  see  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  literature,”  said  one  participant, 
“being  biblical  is  not  one  oi  them.” 

However,  participants  seemed  to 
want  literature  that  answered  the 
questions  “Why,  what  if,  and  so  what.” 
And  another  questioned  the  lack  of 
educational  goals  in  the  Bible  study 
program. 

Some  participants  said  they  wanted 
the  Fellowship  “to  hold  us  toother  till 
the  crisis  is  over.”  For  some  that  is  not 
enough,  they  want  a  missionary 
outreach  now. 

Said  another  of  the  difficulty  of  any 
consideration  of  a  breakaway:  “Even 
if  we  have  a  new,  separate  organiza¬ 
tion  of  moderates,  don’t  forget,  we  are 
a  part  of  an  or^nization  (the  SBC) 
that  is  functioning  pretty  well.” 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Cerikention 
Board’s  Executive  Ci^teriKe  last 
week  elected  LawrAieP^dwin 
(Larry)  Goff  as 
Baptist  Student 
director  for  Jones 
County  Communi¬ 
ty  College. 

Goff,  47,  goes  to 
Jones  from  the 
pastorate  of  Edon 
Church,  Stringer, 
where  he  has  serv¬ 
ed  since  1966. 

He  has  been 
pastor/advisor  for 
the  BSU  there  and  a  member  of  the 
BSU  advisory  committee  He  also 
leads  MasterLife  and  MasterBuilder 
workshops  for  the  Mississippi 
Discipleship  Training  Department. 


He  was  pastor  of  Friendship 
Church,  EUisville,  1978-86  and  he  was 
interim  pastor  at  Leaf  River  Church 
in  Chvington  (bounty,  1976-77.  Elarlier, 
he  was  youth  and  choir  director  for 
the  chapel  at  Fort  Wainright,  Alaska, 
1974-75. 

Goff  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  as  an 
infantry  officer  and  aviator  with  nine 
years  of  active  duty.  He  served  the 
Mississippi  Army  National  Guard  for 
IIV^  years,  retiring  in  1986. 

A  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Soutlwra  Mississippi,  Goff  earned  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Goff  and  his  wife  Linda  Jean  have 
three  children:  Melinda  Jean  Brad¬ 
shaw  of  Jackson;  Melissa  Carol  Goff 
of  Hinesville,  Ga.;  and  Larry  (^ff  of 
Monterey,  CJalif. 


Mississippi  Coiiege 


Lady  Chocs  Baskotball  Schools 


June  10-14,  1991 
June  17-21,  1991 


June  29-July  3,  1991 
July  8-12,  1991 


Fof  more  information  contact; 

Ed  Nixon,  director.  Lady  Chocs  Hoop  School 
P.  O.  Box  423!3,  Clinton,  MS  39058 
telephone  (601)  925-3363 


Colonial  Hills:  “like  going 
down  track  on  run-away  train” 
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Violet  Castle  is  a  Sunday  School  teacher  at  Colonial  Hills  Church,  Southaven 
The  class  of  women  she  began  teaching  last  July  has  since  divided  twice,  to  create 
new  ones.  This  has  happened  to  quite  a  few  classes  in  the  rapidly  growing  church. 
Mrs.  Castle  is  shown  with  her  pastor,  Steve  Bennett. 


“It’s  like  we  are  going  down  the 
track  on  a  run-away  train!  ”  said  Steve 
Bennett,  pastor  of  Colonial  Hills 
Church,  Southaven.  In  March,  the 
church  began  its  third  Sunday  School. 
Probably  the  only  other  church  in  the 
state  that  has  three  is  First,  Jackson. 

On  May  23,  Colonial  Hills  is  getting 
its  third  Eagle  Award,  an  SBC  growth 
award  that  requires,  among  other 
items,  the  increase  of  Sunday  School 
net  enrollment  by  182  and  teaching 
units  by  10,  with  no  time  frame.  Two 
other  churches  in  the  state  have  got¬ 
ten  an  Eagle  Award,  according  to 
Randy  Tompkins,  consultant,  state 
Sunday  School  Deplartment.  They  are 
Crossgates,  Brandon,  and  First, 
Greenville.  Colonial  Hills  will  be 
presented  its  third  Eagle  during  a 
growth  spiral  conference  at  Southside 
Church,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Since  July  1,  1990,  Colonial  Hills 
Church  has  added  800-1-  Sunday 
School  members.  Net  gain:  672.  The 
year’s  goal  is  1,000. 

Between  March  25, 1990,  and  March 
31,  1991,  the  church  add^  122  more 
Sunday  School  workers  and  51  new 
Sunday  School  classes,  and  baptized 
89. 

Quarterly  average  attendance  in 
Sunday  School  is  1,036.  “Since  Jan.  1 
of  this  year,’’  said  Bill  Tharp,  minister 
of  education,  “we  have  averaged  100 
in  weekly  outreach  and  1,000  contacts 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

made  each  week.”  Tbtal  SS  enrollment 
is  over  2,000. 

Where  are  all  the  people  coming 
from?  Sdhatobia,  Hernando,  Mem¬ 
phis  ....  “People  driye  up  to  20 
miles,”  said  Tharp.  ^ 

The  pastor  teaches  a  class  of  70  to 
80  during  the  8:30  Sunday  School, 
before  preaching  at  two  worship  ser¬ 
vices  later  in  the  morning.  Second  and 
third  Sunday  Schools  start  at  9:45  and 
11. 

Tharp  displayed  a  gold  fish  hook 
pin.  “If  you  bring  three  new  members 
to  Sunday  School,  you  get  a  gold  fish 
hook,”  he  said.  Also  members  have 
been  building  “Nehemiah’s  wall”  in 
the  sanctuary,  with  “bricks” 
representing  new  members  and  those 
who  brought  them. 

Tharp,  who  moved  to  Southaven 
from  Texas  a  year  ago,  said,  “We  have 
a  pastor  who  is  a  great  leader  .... 
We  are  all  growing  together.  God  is  do¬ 
ing  it.  His  hand  is  on  us.” 

In  the  two  years  Bennett  has  been 
pastor  at  Colonial  Hills,  the  Sunday 
School  has  more  than  doubled.  “Our 
problem  is  space,”  he  said.  The 
church  has  bought  17  acres  of  land  on 
Highway  51  for  a  new  church  plant  — 
fan-shaped  sanctuary  to  seat  3,500; 
multi-purpose  building;  and  two  Sun¬ 
day  School  wings.  These  are  to  go  up 
in  a  “pay  as  we  go”  plan,  acco^ing 
to  the  pastor.  “Our  philosophy,”  he 


said,  “is  finding  a  need  and  meeting 
it.” 

The  church  staff  meets  every  Tues¬ 
day  morning  at  7,  to  pray  together.  Of 
the  six  full-time  staff  members,  three 
had  worked  with  Bennett  previously 
—  minister  of  education,  minister  of 
music,  and  director  of  children’s 
ministries.  During  a  retreat  last  fall, 
the  staff  set  goals  for  a  five-year 
period  and  in  January  present^  to 
the  church  their  plans  in  a  booklet, 
‘The  Road  to  Glory,  a  projection  of 
growth,  ministry,  and  evangelism  for 
1991-95.” 

Jo  McDaniel,  director  of  children’s 
ministries,  said  that  the  preschool 
department  is  booming.  As  many  as 
200  preschool  workers  a  month  rotate 
turns  at  duty.  The  old  fellowship  hall 
is  being  renovated  for  use  as 
preschool  space. 

Dyer  Harbor,  minister  of  youth,  said 
he  has  found  wide  open  doors  to 
schools.  “I  meet  a  lot  of  unchurched 
kids  that  way.  The  door  is  wide  open 
for  ministry.” 

In  Heart  to  Heart,  a  peer  counsel¬ 
ing  group.  Harbor  has  directed  the  30 
hours  of  training  of  strong  young 
Christians,  “the  sharp^t  youths,”  as 
soulwinners.  “This  training  gives  our 
kids  confidence,”  he  noted.  ‘They 
know  they  must  stay  spiritually  clean. 
As  a  result,  it  helps  them,  as  well  as 
the  ones  they  give  help  to.” 


On  July  14,  Colonial  Hills  youths  will 
go  to  New  York  state,  to  work  with  a 
Vietnamese  church  as  Bible  teachers 
and  in  one-on-one  outreach.  The  past 
two  years  they  went  to  Montana. 

Rick  Sayger,  25-year-old  minister  of 
music  who  was  graduated  No.  1  in  his 
class  at  Mid-America  Seminary,  is 
planning  a  Fourth  of  July  patriotic 
community  concert,  complete  with 
fireworks.  Church  choirs,  under  his 
leadership,  have  doubled  in  member¬ 
ship,  and  he  is  building  an  orchestra. 

Brad  Becker,  minister  of  family 
resources,  provides  counseling, 
guidance,  and  resources  for  families. 
He  seeks  to  “ground”  the  church’s 
many  young  couples  in  matters  such 
as  finance,  marital  communications, 
and  parenting  children. 

Becker  and  his  wife  are  parents  of 


five;  their  oldest  child  is  6.  “I’m  right 
in  the  middle  of  life!”  he  laughed. 
When  people  ask,  “How  do  you 
manage?”  he  can  tell  them.  Through 
seminars  and  counseling,  he  said,  “We 
teach  them  (the  couples)  Scriptures, 
across  all  of  life,”  —  how  to  use  the 
scriptural  principles  to  help  solve 
their  problems. 

Colonial  Hills  Church  was  con¬ 
stituted  26  years  ago,  under  leadership 
of  Ervin  Brown,  director  of  missions, 
in  what  is  now  Northwest  Association. 
Only  two  pastors  preceded  Bennett: 
Jack  Nazary  and  Tommy  Vinson. 

“I  am  thrilled  the  church  is  grow¬ 
ing,”  said  Brown.  “In  April  of  1965  I 
preached  the  first  sermon  there.  It  is 
a  special  thrill  to  see  the  growth,  since 
I  know  these  people.” 


RICHMOND,  Va.  —  The  Foreign  national,  the  Southern  Baptist  agen-  Baptist.  Assigned  as  a  social  ministry 
Mission  Board,  SBC,  named  21  people  cy  that  assists  nations  where  mis-  worker  in  East  Asia  for  13  months, 
to  attend  a  May  15-30  orientation  and  sionaries  do  not  work.  Monte  (Mrs.  Pat.)  Clendinning; 

then  work  overseas  through  its  Inter-  Pat  Clendinning:  Most  recently  Most  recently  employed  as  a  con- 
national  Service  Corps  (Ht)gram.  Two  employed  as  minister  of  counseling  at  ference  coordinator  at  Southwestern 
are  Mississippians.  Travis  Avenue  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  She  has 

Another  11  new  ISC  workers  will  go  Tex.,  and  a  professor  at  Southwestern  been  a  Foreign  Mission  Board  mis- 
to  the  field  exempt  from  orientation  Seminary,  Fort  Worth.  He  has  been  a  sionary  in  Switzerland  and  an  aux- 
because  of  previous  overseas  Foreign  Mission  Board  missionary  in  iliary  personnel  worker  in  Hong  Kong, 
experience.  Switzerland  and  an  auxiliary  person-  Current  address :  3616  Lawndale,  Fort 

Thirteen  married  couples  are  in-  nel  worker  in  Hong  Kong.  Ciurent  ad-  Worth,  Texas  76133.  Education:  Blue 
eluded  in  this  latest  group  of  ISC  dress:  3616  Lawndale,  Fort  Worth,  Mountain  (Miss.)  College,  B.A.  ’44; 
participants.  Texas  76133.  Education:  Millups  Col-  Southwestern  Seminary,  M.A.  ’52. 

One  man  was  selected  for  a  lege,  Jackson,  Miss.,  B.\.  ’48;  Church:  Travis  Avenue,  Fort  Worth, 
business  management  assignment  in  Southwestern  Seminary, ’53,  Assigned  as  a  social  ministry  worker 
Asia  with  Cooperative  Services  Inter-  Ed.D.  ’59.  Church:  Travis  Avenue  in  East  Asia  for  13  months. 


Clarke  librarian  will  serve  in  Hungarian  school 

Joyce  Brinkley  Ziegler,  librarian  at  C^iristian  training  to  lay-persons  and  Sam  Houston  State  University.  Before 
Clarke  College,  will  serve  as  a  bi-vocational  pastors  from  throughout  going  to  Garke  as  librarian,  she  so^- 
volunteer  missionary  in  Budaf^t,  eastern  Europe.  ed  for  ten  years  with  the  Simpson 

Hungary,  this  summer.  She  received  Classes  are  taught  in  English  to  pro-  (bounty  School  district,  as  libr^  con- 
the  appointment  under  the  Southern  vide  a  oanmon  language  to  the  varied  sultant  for  Millcreek  Rehabilitation 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  la^uage/culture  groups.  Center  in  Magee. 

volunteer  program  and  will  be  work-  'Iro  trip  to  Hungary  in  July  will  be  - 

ing  in  the  library  of  the  International  Mrs.  Zie^r’s  second  volunteer  mis-  I  still  find  each  day  too  short  for  all 

Baptist  Lay  Academy,  processing  sion  project.  In  1984,  she  served  with  the  thoughts  I  want  to  think,  all  the 

books  and  training  library  personnel,  a  group  from  Mi^issippi  in  Limuru,  walks  I  want  to  take,  all  the  books  I 

The  lay  academy  in  Budapest  is  Kenya,  at  the  Theological  Extension  want  to  read,  and  all  the  friends  I 
sponsored  by  the  European  Baptist  Library.  want  to  see  The  longer  I  live  the  more 

Federation,  Hungarian  Baptists,  and  Mrs.  Ziegler  received  her  bachelor’s  my  mind  dwells  upon  the  beauty  and 

The  (Thurch  MoBin  Libraiy  Con-  Hattiesburg.  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  degree  from  Louisiana  College  and  the  wonder  of  the  world  ...  —  John 

ference  will  be  held  at  First  Giurch,  Program  topics  will  include  Board.  The  school  provides  basic  master  of  library  science  degree  at  Burroughs 

Hattiesburg,  Nov.  1-2,  beginning  with  audiovisuals,  classification  and 

9:30  a.m.  re^tration  on  Friday  and  cataloging,  aclministration,  process-  1  1-^  •  r  1  •  99 

Southern  Baptists  face  two  choices 

personalities  will  include  I^ggy  for  desk  personnel,  reading  clues,  and 

Ihcon,  Mobile,  Ala.;  Jackie  Anderson  witness  with  media.  INDIANAPOLIS  (BP)  —  Southern  A  key  to  reaching  a  new  generation  families  with  children  and  a  person 

and  Danny  Ayala,  Baptist  Sunday  Conference  participants  will  be  Baptists  face  two  choices  about  their  is  starting  churches  Schaller  said,  but  responsible  ftN*  develi^ing  chui^  life 

School  Board,  Nashville;  Keith  given  an  opp^unity  to  visit  the  future,  according  to  author  Lyle  he  added  effective  church  planting  re-  Schaller,  a  Methodist,  recommend- 

Williams,  Jack^,  consultant,  state  DeGrummoM  Children^  Literature  Schallw.  quires  teamwork.  ed  church  planting  teams  establish  at 

Sunday  School  Department;  Kathy  Research  Collection  in  the  McCain  “You  caapw  smaller  as  your  peo-  least  eight  small  groups.  When  the 

Sylvest,  Alexandria,  La. ;  Flqjd  Simp-  Library  and  Archives  at  University  of  pie  grow  older  or  you  can  grow  larger  Church  planting  teams  should  in-  groups  are  lutMight  together  to  form 
son  and  David  Tiller,  Baptist  Sunday  Southern  Mississippi.  This  is  one  of  bv  reaching  a  new  generation,”  the  elude  a  minimum  of  three  people  —  a  church,  ‘Vvep^body  would  already 

School  Board,  Nashville;  Beulah  North  America’s  Irading  research  church  growth  analyst  told  138  church  a  pastor,  evangelist,  and  music  belong.”  He  said  teams  should  try  to 

Le^  and  Janet  Jemdan,  Jackson;  centers  in  ttie  field  of  American  and  leaders  attending  a  Home  Mission  specialist,  he  saici  A  tive-per^  team  have  at  least  200  people  in  their  tot 

Linda  Donnell  and  Carol  Simmons  <A  British  c^drai’s  literature.  Board  conference  in  IndianapoUs.  could  include  a  person  to  minister  to  church  service 


Church  media  library  state  officers  for  1990-91  met  May  6  at  the  Baptist  Building 
to  make  plans  for  the  Church  Media  Library  Conference  to  be  held  at  First  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  Nov.  1-2.  Back  row.  left  to  right,  are  Keith  Williams,  consultant,  state  Surv- 
day  School  department;  Juanita  Might,  Louisville,  publicity  chairman;  Joan  Beasley, 
Wesson,  historian;  and  Nancy  Hughes,  Hattiesburg,  program  chairman.  Front  row 
are  left  to  right,  Sharon  Neff,  Areola,  president;  Agatha  Sandidge,  Brookhaven,  vice 
prmident;  and  Faye  Miller,  Hattiesburg,  TACMO  representative.  Not  pictured:  San¬ 
dra  Rtts,  (Plinth,  ex  officio,  and  Joan  Davis,  Madison,  secretary-treasurer. 


Thursday,  May  a,  IWl 
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A  Full  Service  ChrisUau  Boek  Store 
to  supply  your  church,  Suuday  School  and  personal  needs. 

BIBLES  *  MUSIC  BOOKS 

•  Personal  •  Gospel  •  Adult 

•  Study  •  Contemporary  •  Children 

•  Award  •  Rock  •  Reference 

•  All  translations  •  Praise  •  Gift  Book 

GIFTS  CHURCH  SUNDAY  SCHOO 

•  General  •  Bulletins  •  Lesson  aids 

•  Wedding/anniversary  •  Offering  envelopes  •  Flannelgraph 

•  Baby  •  Robes  •  Coloring  books 

•  Car^  •  Sermon  helps  •  Novelties 

•  Communion  Ware/  •  Curriculum 

Supplies 

Christian  Booh  Shoppe 

"Where  every  purchase  is  an  inspiration” 

Ocean  Springs  Gulfport 

872-3284  896-5734 

Toll  FREE  1-800-777-5148 


abuse  “most  troubling 


By  Linda  Lawson 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Child  abuse  study  by  more  than  one-fourth  of  pared  to  24  percent  in  the  Gallup 
and  drug  abuse  concern  Southern  respondents  included:  parental  study. 

Baptist  adults  more  than  any  other  neglect  of  children,  34  percent;  high  Southern  Baptists  who  said  ater- 
social  issues,  according  to  a  national  divorce  rate,  33  percent;  drinking  tion  should  be  legally  permissible 
study  conducted  by  the  Sunday  School  of  alcoholic  beverages  and  hunger/  under  certain  circumstances  were 
Board.  poverty,  28  percent  each ;  sexual  im-  asked  to  identify  which  circumstances 

1  j,  u  r  1-  *  r  morality,  27  percent;  and  abortion,  26  should  be  legal. 

When  asked  to  cho<Ke  from  a  list  of  pgj.(.gnt.  Ninety-thrw  percent  said  abortion 

M  moral  and  economic  problems  the  Respondents  also  were  asked  to  should  be  legal  if  the  mother’s  life  is 
five  which  con^rn  them  m«t,  55  per-  g^oose  from  three  statements  that  endangered;  80  percent,  if  the 
^nt  listed  child  abuse  and  54  i»rcent,  closely  described  their  feelings  pregnancy  is  the  result  of  rape ;  76 

drug  abuse,  in  the  Southern  Baptist  abortion.  percent,  if  the  pregnancy  is  a  result 

Constituency  Study  conduct^  by  the  sixty-nine  percent  said  abortion  of  incest;  65  percent,  if  the  mother 
board  s  corporate  planning  and  g^ould  be  legally  permissible  under  may  suffer  severe  health  damage;  45 
D  certain  circumstances,  compared  to  percent,  good  chance  the  bal^  will  be 

with  HTI  Custom  Research  of  57  pgrggnt  jn  a  February  1989  Gallup  deformed;  and  8  percent  the  family 
Chicago.  survey  of  a  sample  of  all  adults  in  the  cannot  afford  to  care  for  me  child. 

More  than  1,400  Southern  Baptists  United  States.  While  child  abuse  and  drug  abuse 

returned  questionnaires  in  the  fall  and  Fourteen  percent  in  the  Southern  garnered  the  highest  percentage  of 
summer  of  1990  in  a  wide-ranging  Baptist  study  said  abortion  should  be  respondents,  women’s  rights/oppor- 
study  released  April  16.  Questions  ex-  ill^al  in  all  circumstances,  compared  (unities  received  the  lowest  percen- 
plored  church  life,  the  Bible,  giving  to  to  17  percent  of  U.S.  adults.  Another  tage  of  interest  by  Southern  Baptists, 
church  and  charitable  causes,  in  ad-  14  percent  of  Southern  Baptists  said  selected  by  only  4  percent  both  in  1990 
dition  to  social  issues.  abortion  should  be  legally  permissi-  and  1986. 

Other  issues  cited  in  the  current  ble  under  any  circumstances  com-  Lawson  writes  for  BSSB. 


Pascagoula 

762-4222 


At  the  1876  Inn  you  enjoy  fine  accommodations, 
dedicated  service,  an  outstanding  restaurant  and  special 
attention  for  groups 

•  Enjoy  our  lovely  landscaping  of  spring  and  summer 
flowers  •  Relax  in  the  Jacuzzi  whirlpool  bath  •  We  are 
experienced  in  handling  groups  •  We  will  make  your 
reservations  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  and  other  ^ 
wholesome  attractions  ^ 

The  1876  Inn  and  Restaurant  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Rt  1,  Box  247  /triDK  ^ 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632 
(501)253-7183  3. 

>  Check  with  us  for  special  events  throughout  the  year. 


New  churches  more  efficient 
in  evangelism,  HMB  study  shows  dies 


By  Mark  Wingfield  Karl  K.  McGraw  died  in  an  acci- 

ATLANTA  (BP)  -  New  Southern  4.5  b^tisms  per  100  enrolled  in  Sun-  f  JnS^M^fTraw" 

Baptis  churches  are  more  efficient  day  School.  62,  recently  retired  from  the  Baptist 

than  older  churches  in  evangelism  pe  ratio  of  baptisms  to  Sunday  children’s  Village  after  30  years  of 
and  per  capita  giving  but  older  chur-  School  enrollment  ^lines  as  chur-  Funeral  services  were  held  in 

ches  provide  more  of  the  denomina-  ches  grow  older.  The  convention  s  centreville 

tion’s  financial  base,  a  Home  Mission  oldest  churches,  those  organized  u- cnrvivpH  hv  hie  u;ifp  Nanrv 

Board  study  reveals.  before  1940,  average  3.8  baptisms  per  ^ 

Additionally,  the  1980s  could  be  the  100  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  |Sye  ^ 

second-greatest  d^ade  of  church  New  churches  report  the  highest  McGraw  graduated  from  Clarke 
starting  in  me  Soumern  Baptist  Con-  pg,.  capita  giving,  but  older  churches  and  Mississippi  colleges  and  was  or- 
f  l^tory,  the  study  Mys.  more  of  their  money  on  to  dain^  as  a  mihister  in  1950.  He 

The  study  on  me  cimtribution  of  associational,  state,  and  national  pastored  churchK  in  Mississippi,  In- 
nw  chi^h^to  me  SBC  was  coinpd-  causes,  me  study  shows.  diana,  and  Kentucky. 

In  1989,  new  churches  reported  RonnieRobinson,executivedirec- 
receipts  of  $510  per  person.  The  SBC  tor  of  Children’s  ViUage,  said,  “A 
araly^  (Wta  from  1989  Uiuform  averse  was  $310  pw  person.  30-year  investment  of  life,  energy  and 

purch  ptters  to  compare  tlw  1^  The  study  found  new  churches  giv-  devotion  in  this  difficult,  but  essential 
fluence  of  churches  constituted  in  the  .  y  *  , micsinnrnncpicnnl  iuctnntewnrthv 

kwar  with  that  of  churches  started  in  ‘"g  an  average  of  5.1  percent  of  total  mission  cause  is  not  jusi  noiwori^ 
“  Churches  startea  in  Cooperative  Pro-  but  almost  wimout  paraUel.  In  1977 

RantiRtc  aHHert  an  gram,  11.7  percent  to  mission  expen-  the  annual  yearbook  of  The  Village 

esS«;.30?i;?i'?hu,^d''un“nS 

the  1980s,  Price  says.  That  number  is 

second  only  to  the  1950s,  when  more  Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  SRC  Pnmin  IS 

than  4,800  churches  were  added.  In  comparison,  the  national  SBC 

New  churches  are  more  efficient  average  was  7.6  percent  to  me  ep*  Tiine  3 

than  older  churches  in  reaching  peo-  Cooperative  Projgram,  15.6  percent  to  *' 

pie  through  baptisms,  the  study  says,  mission  expenditures,  1.7  ^rcent  to  Atlantfl 

New  churches  baptize  7.5  people  for  associational  missions  and  0.7  percent 
every  100  people  enrolled  in  Sunday  to  Annie  Armstrong. 

School.  The  national  SBC  average  is  Wingfleld  writes  for  HMB. 


PAYS  DOCTORS  BILL^AYS  IN  OR  OUT  OF  HOSPITAL/PAYS  100% 

1  MEDICAFIE  SUPPLEMENT  I 

I  100%  COVERAGE  § 

g  Pays  Entire  Doctor’s  bill  (Pays  balance  of  Doctor’s  ^ 
I  ,  Kill  reg^^  of  amount  paid  and  approved  s 


Iby  rJledlcare)"'  ' 

*  *  Example: 

SW^drPrf  or  out  of  Hospital) 

. 

Medicare  Pa^  80%  of  $1000  ... 

Balance  owed  by  you . 

Our  Policy  Pays  Entire  Amount .... 

You  Owe  frothing  —  Balance  Due  . . 

^'Pays  100%  of  Hospital  Deductibles  =  $628  up  to  6 
Deductibles  per  year 

Pays  100%  of  Doctor’s  Deductibles  =  $100  per  year 
Pays  100%  of  Actual  Doctor’s  Bill  —  No  Dollar  Limit 
Pays  100%  of  Private  Room  —  Pays  Private  Duty  Nurse 

NO  WAITING  PERIOD  (Even  for  preexisting  conditions). 
Prescription  drugs  —  one  of  our  products  will  pay  a 
portion  of  your  msdicins  at  ths  drugstore. 


$2750.00 
$1000.00 
$  800.00 
$1950.00 
$1950.00 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  eighm  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  SBC  Forum  will  take 
place  Monday,  June  3,  at  Atlanta’s 
Wieuca  Road  Church.  'The  meeting 
will  convene  at  2  p.m. 

Program  leaders  will  include  Dan 
Martin,  former  news  editor  of  Ba^t 
Press  and  now  pt^tor  of  Ledger 
Church  in  Bakersville,  N.C.;  John 
Hewett,  pastor  of  First  Church  of 
Fellowship  Church,  Jones  County,  dent  at  William  Carey  College  on  the  Asheville,  N.C.,  Forum  president,  and 
held  its  first  ever  Discipleship  Train-  Chast,  led  a  combined  group  of  youm  newly-elected  moderator  of 
ing  revival  in  March,  combining  age-  and  youth  workers.  Russell  Cot-  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship; 
group  training  and  traditional  revival  tingham,  associate  director  of  mis-  Carolyn  Cole  Bucy,  outgoing  president 
services.  sions  for  Jones  Association,  and  of  Southern  Baptist  Women  in 

Rayford  Moore,  pastor,  developed  Margaret  Fortenberry  worked  wim  Ministry  and  youm  minister  at  Lake 
me  program,  inviting  Jimmy  McFat-  children’s  workers.  Shore  Church  in  Waco,  Texas;  and 

ter,  associate  pastor  of  First  Church,  Participants  were  allowed  a  hands-  Jerry  Naff,  minister  of  mi^ic  at 
Amory,  to  be  revival  preacher.  on  look  at  me  numerous  modules  Smoke  Rise  Church  in  Stone ‘Moun- 

Moore  asked  that  each  sermon  ad-  comprising  the  Ekiuipping  Centers,  tain,  Ga. 
dress  a  different  biblical  doctrine,  many  showing  interest  in  MasterLife  Participants  will  receive  a  proposal 
During  the  course  of  the  week,  McFht-  and  omer  LIFE  courses.  from  the  Forum  steering  committee 

ter  preached  on  the  doctrine  of  God,  The  next  Sunday  evening  par-  recommending  the  dissolution  of  SBC 
salvation,  me  Church,  stewardship,  ticipants  reflected  oft  their  ex-  Forum,  Inc.  and  the  transfer  of  assets 
and  discipleship.  One  prof^ion  of  periences.  Said  Norman  Rodgers,  con-  to  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  to 
faim  and  seven  rededications  were  sultan!  in  Discipleship  lYaining  for  assist  in  funding  its  annual 
celebrated  during  the  week.  the  MBCB,  “An  atmosphere  of  convocation. 

Each  evening,  45-minute  age-group  challenge,  and  a  renewed  interest  to 
conferences  preceded  the  wor^pser-  training  in  discipleship  prevailed.  I  have  me  simplest  tastes.  I  am 
vices.  McFatter  led  the  adults  and  Already  new  materials  have  been  always  satisfied  wim  the  best.  — 


Oatails  Return  This  Oiupon  1bday. 


Senior  Citizens  insurance  Group  w 

R  a  Box  6475  Jackson,  MS  39282  Phone  1-8(X)-748-9953  2 

(601)  373-3137  C 


Name. 


Phone  #. 


Premiums  discounted  when  husband  and  wife  covered  =  10%  off 
PAYS  100%  OF  DOCTORS  BILL/PAYS  IN  OR  OUT  OF  HOSPITAL/PAYS 


general  officers.  Ron  Swindoll,  a  stoj  ordered  for  next  quarter. 


Mississippi  SS  specialists 
assist  in  Wyoming  training 

By  Bill  Hardy 

Twenty-nine  Sunday  School  Sulli^jui,  Jackson;  Ron  McGee,  Meri- 
specialists,  under  direction  of  Randy  dian ;  Dot  and  Nat  Mayhall,  Corinth ; 
Ibmpkins  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  Dale  Sauls,  Richland;  Barbara  Mur- 
vention  Board’s  Sunday  School  ray,  Natchez;  Ralph  and  Eva  Cain, 
Department,  participated  in  eight  Acterman;  CmroU  Farmer,  Jackson; 
daj^  of  Sunday  School  enrollment  Joe  Chapman,  Jackson;  Wayne 
training  in  Casper,  Wyoming,  April  Carter,  Saltillo;  Judy  Haney,  Shaw; 
19-26.  Fran  Young,  West  Point;  Mike  Arm- 

Over  two  years  of  planning  with  strong.  New  Albany;  David  Hulsey, 
Keith  Wilkinson,  Mississippi’s  state  Kosciisko;  Chuck  ChaiMnan,  Corinth; 
Sunday  School  director,  and  with  Linda  Reeves,  Jackson;  and  Charles 
Tbmpkins  resulted  in  the  partnership  Gordon,  Ackerman.  David  Rogers  of 
project  in  the  new  work  state  of  Hattiesburg  and  Barbara  Brown  of 
Wyoming.  Clinton  had  to  drop  out  at  the  last 

Casper,  site  of  the  state  convention  minute  due  to  personal  or  family 
office,  is  part  of  Old  Faithful  Baptist  illness. 

Association.  Of  the  11  chiuxhes  and  Results  have  been  outstanding;  463 
tivo  missions,  there  were  10  congrega-  prospects  were  discovered;  47  new 
tions  that  participated.  Each  people  were  enrolled  in  Bible  Study; 
Mississippian  came  at  his  own  ex-  15  new  classes  and  departments  were 
pense  or  had  it  provided  by  a  local  begun;  and  a  ^nuine  spirit  renewal 
church.  experienced  in  the  churches. 

Tho^  partici^ting  in  addition  to  Wyoming  Southern  Baptists  have 

expressed  great  appreciation  for  the 
cooperation  and  missioh  ex- 

Strincer  Jacksor^Kathryn  Waites  ^  Mississippi  Conven- 

li  .rT  ^on’s  Sunday  School  Department  and 

GulfUrt^  David  Webb  li<iytS.e;’  ^^lunteers  who  participated  in  the 

Randy  Riley,  Gul^rt;  David  Wills,  P  ^ 

Oxford;  Jerry  Smith,  Florence;  HaMy  is  SUhvay schomwector for 

Jackie  Winters,  Hattiesburg;  Ibrnmy  Wyo^pliig^  j  I* 


Palm  Beach  Atlantt<?^ ’College 
announces  new  president 


Paul  Corts  has  been  named  as  the  TheW^  ^ude^.hiiea  served  as 
fifth  president  of  Palm  Beach  Atlan-  PBAC  pMkident  from  February,  1982, 
tic  College,  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  until  his  death  Sept.  19, 1990. 
according  to  trustee  chairman,  Corts,  47,  has  served  as  Wingate’s 
Donald  E.  Warren,  A  West  Palm  president  for  eight  years.  Previously 
Beach  cardiologist.  he  was  executive  vice-president  and 

During  an  April  29  press  conference  chief  administrative  officer  for 
Warren  announced  that  Paul  R  Corts,  Oklahoma  Baptist  University, 
president  of  Wingate  College,  will  He  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 
move  into  the  top  post  at  PBAC  after  degree  from  Georgetown  College,  the 
he  has  fulfilled  his  duties  at  Wingate,  masters  of  arts  degree  from  Indiana 
Cmts  will  replace  acting  president,  L.  University,  and  the  doctor  of 
Foster  Harwell,  who  alro  serves  as  philosophy  degree  from  Indiana 
vice-president  for  academic  affairs.  University  in  1971. 


Seminary  will  lipnor  Breazeale 

NEW  ORLEANS  SEMINARY  AN-  tOT  of  the  seminary’s  School  of  Chris- 
NOUNCES  DISTINGUISHED  tian  IVaining.  He  holds  a  bachelor’s 
ALUMNUS  —  Jerry  L.  Breaseaie  of  degree  from  Mississippi  Collie,  as 
Brandon  will  be  honored  as  New  well  as  the  bachelcM*  of  divinity, 
Orleans  Seminary’s  Distinguished  master  of  theoIo^,-and  doctor  of 
Alumnus  during  this  year’s  alum-  theology  degrees  from  New  Orleans 
ni  meeting  and  lundheon  to  be  held  in  Seminary.  He  has  been  paste  of  chur- 
Atlanta  next  month.  The  award,  given  dies  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  and 
annually  the  seminary’s  fe^ty,  was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Bap- 
will  be  presented  during  the  alumni  tlst  Convention  executive  board.  In 
luncheon  in  the  ThiMnas  R  Muiphy  1969,  he  received  the  Home  Mission 
Ballroom  d  the  Gemigia  World  Con-  Board’s  Mosaic  Award  for  significant 
gress  Center  immediately  following  contribution  in  the  area  of  ethmc 
the  conclusion  of  the  morning  session  leadership,  having  directed  the 
of  the  SBC  Wedn«sday,  June  5.  seminary’s  various  ethnic  branches. 
Breazeale  retired  last  year  as  direc- 
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BYPU/BTU  reuniQn  planned  at  Ridgecrest 


NASHVILLE  -  Anyone  who 
remembers  Hot  Dog  Lee  or  the  phrase 
“SPIZ-A-RINC-TUM”  is  probably 
qualified  to  attend  the  first 
B.Y.P.U./B.T.U.  reunion  this  summer  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Conference 
Center. 

According  to  Bob  Cook,  coordinator 
of  the  reunion  to  be  held  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Discipleship  Training 
Leadership  Week,  July  20-26,  at 
Ridgecrest,  SPIZ-A-RINC-TUM  is 
another  word  for  enthusiasm,  and  Hot 
Dog  Lee  is  the  church  training  afi¬ 


cionado  from  Georgia  who  coined  the 
term. 

Cook,  retired  Discipleship  Training 
director  for  the  Florida  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  said  those  on  the  guest  list  for 
the  reunion  include  anyone  who 
remembers  attending  or  teaching 
B.Y.P.U.  (Baptist  Young  People’s 
Union)  or  B.T.U.  (Baptist  Training 
Union)  classy. 

Cook  said  those  who  reunite  can 
look  forward  to  games  and  activities 
of  former  B.Y.P.U./B.T.U.  programs. 
Participants  will  be  offer^  old- 


fashined  socials  with  games  such  as 
spin  the  bottle,  post-office,  and  wink- 
em ;  watermelon  cutting  after  the  ser¬ 
vice;  Bible  quizzes;  and  shared 
testimonies  of  past  blessings,  said 
Cook. 

Brochures  and  information  about 
the  reunion  can  be  obtained  from 
Wayne  Jenkins,  BSSB  Discipleship 
Training  Department,  127  Ninth  Ave., 
N.,  MSN  149,  Nashvilfe  TN.  37234; 
(615)  251-2842.  Reservations  should  be 
sent  to  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Con¬ 
ference  Center,  Box  128,  Ridgecrest, 
N.C.  28770. 


A  sleep  disorder 
can  turn  you  into  a 
different  character. 


A  lot  of  people  have  trouble 
sleeping.  They’re  tired  in  the 
morning.  Extremely  sleepy 
during  the  day.  They’re 
irritable,  find  it  hard  to  (xincentrate,  and 
generally  feel  out  of  it.  They  may  hear 
(X)mplaints  that  they  snore,  gasp  for  air  and 
seem  to  stop  breatl^g  throu^  the  night. 

What  they  don’t  realize  is  that  they  may 
suffer  fi’om  a  sleep  disorder.  A  potentially  Ifie- 
threatening  sleep  disorder.  A  dkirder  like 
sleep  apnea  which  may  be  associated  with 
hi^  blood  pressure,  an  increased  risk  of 
stroke  or  heart  attack,  and  even  personality 
changes. 

a  lot  more  may  be  at  risk  than  just  a 
good  ni^t’s  sleep. 

Call  the  Sleep  Disorders  Center  of 
Mississippi.  We’ll  help  you  decide  if  you  might 
benefit  firom  an  ovemi^t  evaluation,  covered 
by  most  insurance  carriers. 

Don’t  let  another  restless  ni^t  go  by  without 
calling. 

968-1157  •  1-800-543-6583 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
MEDICAL  CENTER 

Sleep  Disorders  Center  of  Mississippj*'* 

1225  North  State  Street,  Jackson,  MS  39202-2002 


Reader  grieves 

Editor: 

How  you  grieve  me!  I  had  hoped 
that  Mississippi  Baptists  would 
receive  an  editor  whose  heart  would 
be  tender  before  God  and  his  fellow 
Baptists.  I  see  in  your  words  the  same 
callousness  and  Mas  that  appeared  in 
our  last  editor’s  words. 

When  our  Heavenly  Father  wants 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  be  the  main 
leaders  of  the  SBC,  isn’t  He  capable 
of  bringing  this  about?  Is  God’s  work 
a  matter  9f  who  has  what  position? 

When  other  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  are  fighting  over  whether  they 
will  allow  homosexuals  and  lesbians 
to  be  their  pastors  and  leaders,  aren’t 
you  glad  that  that  is  a  fight  that  we 
Southern  Baptists  will  not  have  to 
fight  —  we  believe  the  Word  — 
therefore,  that  issue  and  many  others 
like  it  is  already  settled.  Shouldn’t  all 
Southern  Baptists  be  glad  that  we  as 
a  denomination  have  made  clear  to 
the  whole  world  that  we  are  a  people 
who  believe  and  attempt  to  practice 
what  the  Word  teaches? 

The  folks  who  are  leaving  us  are  do¬ 
ing  so  because  they  very  definitely  do 
not  believe  what  the  large  majority 
believe  —  that  being  the  case  —  they 
should  leave  and  with  our  blessings. 

Please  try  to  be  sensitive  to  those 
of  us  who  stand  with  the  vast  majori¬ 
ty  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Bobby  T.  Hood 
Laurel 

Satire  is  powerful 

Editor; 

I  enjoy  reading  your  editorials  in 
the  Baptist  Record  and  appreciated 
especially  ‘Time  for  weeping,"  April 
11. 

Satire  is  a  powerful  thing  and  you 
have  handled  it  with  a  good  balance 
It  makes  us  laugh  at  ourselves  and 


shakes  us  loose  from  our  short  sighted 
pretensions.  We  need  it  if  we  are  to  re¬ 
main  free  to  be  human  and  spiritual 
as  well. 

Hal  Lee 
France 


Don’t  cut  the  lifeline 

Editor: 

In  the  May  2  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record,  Greg  Snowden  of  Meridian 
wrote  “  ‘The  Baptist  Fellowship,’ 
which  has  met  in  Atlanta  May  9-11, 
has  formulated  a  comprehensive 
cooperative  giving  program  by  which 
mainstream,  traditional  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  and  individual  members  with  in¬ 
tegrity  may  continue  their  invaluable 
support  of  Southern  Baptist  missions 
and  programs  without  betraying 
historically  basic  convictions.” 

Is  he  implying  that  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals  who  choose  to  continue  to 
allow  their  CP  gifts  to  be  dispersed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Executive  Committee’s 
recommendation  lack  inte^ty?  Sure¬ 
ly  that  was  not  his  intention! 

The  misplaced  phrase,  “with  in¬ 
tegrity”  doesn’t  concern  me  as  much 
as  the  suggestion  that  our  churches 
begin  to  mvert  CP  funds.  Our  HMB 
President,  Larry  Lewis,  has  spoken 
clearly  and  correctly  on  this  issue; 
“Any  effort  toward  negative  designa¬ 
tions,  escrowed  funds,  diverted 
budgets  or  missions  budget  reduc¬ 
tions  is  nothing  less  than  a  blatant, 
pointed  attack  on  the  Cooperative 
Program,  the  very  lifeline  of  Southern 
Baptist  missions  support  since  its  in¬ 
ception  in  1925.”  (“People,  Not 
Politics,”  Mission  USA,  September- 
October  1990.  p.  7.) 

We  must  not  cut  the  lifeline  At  stake 
is  a  world  of  lost  people  sinking  into 
a  sea  of  despair. 

Philip  Cooper 

(Dorinth 


House  that  love  built 

Editor; 

We  are  proud  to  be  volunteers  at 
Jackson’s  Ronald  McDonald  House 
and  we  have  a  McDonald  House 
Bumper  sticker  on  our  car!  We  were 
on  our  way  to  work  a  few  days  ago  and 
stopped  for  gas.  A  young  lady  rushed 
up  and  threw  her  arms  around  my 
husband.  “Thank  you,”  she  cried  out! 
Somewhat  taken  aback  my  husband 
said,  “For  what?”  ”11100  he  called  me 
out  of  the  car.  Our  young  lady  had  a 
daughter  with  cancer  of  the  liver;  the 
child  had  been  confined  to  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Medical  Center  and  her  parents 
had  been  guests  at  the  Ronald 
McDonald  House.  They  were  so  very 
grateful!  'Truly  this  is  a  house  that 
love  built!  If  anyone  is  interested  in  a 
tour  of  the  house  please  call  (601) 
981-5683. 

Mrs.  Donna  Richardson 

Jackson 

Let’s  get  together 

Editor: 

”1110  solution  to  our  Southern  Baptist 
problems  may  be  very  simple. 
(Hiaiue  the  appointive  powers  of  the 
president  and  in  a  very  few  years  we 
could  realize  an  enlai^ed  tent  and  a 
balance  of  representation. 

If  the  messengers  at  the  SBC  met 
in  a  state  caucus  and  nominated  two 
to  four  persons  from  which  the  presi¬ 
dent  would  appoint  the  (Committee  on 
Committees,  ^  broader  representa¬ 
tion  and  enlarged  tent  could  begin 
almost  immediately.  This  could  be 
followed  with  a  by-law  change  mak¬ 
ing  each  qualified  state  responsible 
for  nominating  their  own  membe'rs  to 
the  committee  'There  are  details  to  be 
worked  out,  but  it  can  be  done  Some 
things  to  be  gained  are; 

—  Depoliticize  the  office  of 
presi^nt. 


—  Eliminffte  the  necessity  some 
feel  to  set  up  alternate  funding  and 
mission  plans. 

—  Put  the  wisdom  of  the  convention 
in  the  hands  of  a  broad  representation 
from  every  state 

—  Enhance  the  diminishing 
Cooperative  Program  receipts. 

—  Restore  trust  and  integrity  to  all 
our  boards,  commissions,  and  agen¬ 
cies  and  improve  the  image  of 
Southern  Baptists  before  the  world. 

I  wrote  to  President  Chapman  in 
April  for  his  counsel  but  teve  not 
received  a  reply  to  date 

Reconciliation  is  far  superior  to 
division  or  disintegration.  United  we 
can  still  be  more  than  we  can  be  divid¬ 
ed.  There  must  be  thousands  of  you 
who  want  reconciliation  as  I  do.  Let’s 
become  a  vocal  majority  and  do 
something  to  keep  our  denomination 
together. 

P.  A.  Michel,  pastor 
Belmont  Heists  Church 
Nashville 


Termination  hurts 
members,  too 
Editor; 

For  some  time  I  have  thought  of 
writing  you  on  the  subject  of  forced 
termination  of  pastors.  Ail  of  the  let¬ 
ters  and  comments  I  have  seen  on  the 
subject  have  dealt  with  the  effect  on 
pastors,  their  families,  and  staff  peo- 
I^e.  What  about  the  member  fn  the 
pew? 

Two  years  ago  our  church  here 
forced  tne  pastor  out.  My  family  and 
I  were  on  t^  “losing”  side  The  effect 
on  us  and  the  others  has  been  great. 

That  Sunday  morning  we  had  peo¬ 
ple  in  opening  assembly  that  had  not 
been  there  since  I  became  a  member. 
11^  were  called  to  come  in  and  voice 
Me  preacher  out.  A  member  stood  up 


during  the  proceedings  and  asked 
what  the  charges  were.  We  were  told 
that  there  had  been  several  things. 
Nothing  was  given  as  the  reason  for 
his  termination.  What  had  prompted 
the  action  was  that  our  preacher  had 
brought  two  little  black  boys  to  a 
revival  service  the  week  before. 
Needless  to  say  the  church  emptied 
when  they  came  in.  Then  the  vote  on 
Sunday. 

”1110  preacher  is  now  a  teacher.  He 
pastors  a  small  church  part  time,  in 
another  denomination.  Another  fami¬ 
ly  has  left  the  church  completely. 
They  say  they  will  not  attend  this 
church  again  and  will  not  be  active  in 
any  church.  All  the  others  that  voted 
against  termination  have  moved  their 
letters  to  another  church.  Most  are 
having  a  hard  time  getting  involved  in 
church  activities. 

My  own  family  has  been  affected. 
My  husband  has  not  attended  in  two 
years.  He  recently  started  going  back 
to  Sunday  morning  services,  but  says 
he  will  not  become  involved  again. 

I  feel  somewhat  better  for  having 
written  this  letter.  Forced  termination 
hurts  many  people  Even  the  winners 
in  a  church  fight  are  losers.  Even  if 
thc^  don’t  realize  it. 

Name  withheld  by  editor 


SINGULAR  TALENT 
I  have  always  cherished  the  story  of 
the  Detroit  executive  whose  secretary 
burst  into  his  office  on  May  21, 1927, 
and  cried,  “Mr.  Murphy,  a  man  has 
iust  flown  from  New  York  to  Paris  all 
by  himself!”  When  he  continued  to 
woric  calmly,  she  cried  out,  “You  dont 
understand!  A  man  has  just  flown  the 
Atlantic  all  by  himself!  ”  Now  Murphy 
looked  up.  “.Adi  by  himself,  a  man  can 
do  anytlung,”  he  said  quietly.  “When 
a  committee  flies  the  Atlantic,  let  me 
know.” 


Letters  to  the  editor 
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Museum  at  Concord  gives  surety 
ex-pastor  won’t  be  forgotten 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


Only  a  chimney  stands  now  to  show 
where  the  old  Crawford  homeplace 
stood,  on  the  second  highest  mountain 
in  Mississippi,  near  Dry  Creek  and 
near  Concord  Church,  Tippah  Coun¬ 
ty.  But  j;he  Crawfords  are  not  forgot¬ 
ten.  A  small  museum  occupies  a  place 
in  the  prayer  room  of  Concord 
Church,  as  a  memorial  to  Joseph  H. 
Crawford,  who  two  times  was  p^tor 
at  Concord,  and  who,  besides  his  wife, 
is  buried  in  the  Concord  cemetery. 

One  of  the  preacher’s  grand¬ 
children,  James  Derryl  Crawford,  and 
the  grandson’s  wife,  Marjorie  Lence 
Crawford,  were  responsible  for  the 
museum’s  being  set  up.  Retired  now 
and  living  in  Ripley,  he  was  a  teacher 
and  she  a  nurse.  Both  are  members 
at  Concord. 

Notebooks  in  the  musuem 
meticulously  list  names  and  dates  for 
634  funerals  and  333  weddings 
Crawford  conducted.  Strangely,  twice 
as  many  died  as  got  married!  His  first 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  in  1921, 
the  year  Concord  oi^ained  him.  His 
wife,  the  former  Cora  Smith,  kept  the 
records. 

Also  the  room  contains  pictures  of 
the  Crawfords,  in  their  youth  and  in 
later  years;  framed  certificates  show 
that  he  was  graduated  from  First 


W.  G.  Dowdy,  pastor  of  Concord 
Church,  points  out  one  of  the  items 
displayed  in  the  church  as  a  memorial  to 
former  pastor,  Joseph  Crawford. 


Baptist  Bible  School,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas;  papers  show  ownership  of 
church  and  cemetery  land. 

In  one  frame  is  a  “thank  you”  note 
written  by  Crawford  to  the  church 
after  his  90th  birthday  party  in  1974: 
“I  want  to  thank  you  —  the  pastor  and 
others  —  for  the  party  and  for  mak¬ 
ing  my  birthday  such  a  joyous  occa¬ 
sion.  'Thank  you  for  the  songs,  the  din¬ 
ner,  the  cards  you  placed  in  an  album, 
the  money  tree  .  .  I  am  now  retir¬ 
ing  from  public  service.  May  the  Lord 
bless  you  .  .  . .”  (The  day  of  his  90th 
birthday  celebrations  he  preached 
three  times  —  at  Concord,  Dumas, 
and  Antioch  churches.)  Robert 
Walker  was  Concord  pastor  then. 

Crawford  was  born  at  the  old 
homeplace  Nov.  17, 1884,  and  died  Jan. 
27,  1978,  at  age  93.  He  and  Cora  had 
four  children. 

His  pastorates  at  (Concord  were  dur¬ 
ing  the  years,  1922-34  and  1946-57.  His 
salary  for  1930  was  $11.25  and  six 
bushels  of  corn.  One  year,  in  the  ear¬ 
ly  ’20s,  it  was  $4  and  four  chickens. 

Other  pastorates  were  in  Prentiss, 
Tippah,  and  Tishomingo  counties. 
Often  he  would  serve  four  churches  at 
the  time,  one  each  Sunday  of  the 
month.  He  started  out  riding  a  mule 
from  one  to  the  other.  Later  he  got  a 


Marjorie  and  James  D.  Crawford  stand  beside  a  photograph  of  his  grandparents, 
the  late  Joseph  and  Cora  Crawford.  Joseph  Crawford  was  pastor  of  Concord  Church, 
Tippah  County,  twice.  His  grandson  has  set  up  a  small  museum  there,  in  his  honor. 


1924  Model-T  Ford.  His  favorite  dish 
was  ’possum  and  ’taters. 

Converts  he  baptized  in  ponds  or 
streams.  James  and  Marjorie,  who 
set  up  the  museum  in  his  honor,  and 
who  provided  the  information  about 
Joseph  Crawford  for  this  article,  were 
bantized  bv  Crawford.  While  he  was 


Marjorie’s  pastor  at  Shady  Grove,  he 
baptized  her,  when  she  was  15.  He 
baptized  James,  at  Concord,  in  a 
stockpond  when  the  boy  was  13. 

W.  G.  Dowdy,  present  pastor,  mov¬ 
ed  to  Concord  in  1986  — 100  years  after 
the  church  was  firet  admitted  to  the 
association. 


Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 
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Too  many  divorces  said  due  to 
too  few  biblical  marriages 


Two  celebrate  25th  anniversary  By  Mark  Wingfield 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  America  has  too  many  divorces  because  there 
are  too  few  biblical  marriages,  a  Christian  psychologist  said. 

A  biblical  marriage  is  based  on  commitment,  not  on  passion  or  romance, 
said  Harold  Hime,  national  leader  on  youth  and  family  services  with  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  Hime  led  a  seminar  on  a  biblical  model  for  families  during 
the  first  School  of  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  at  Glorieta  Baptist  Con¬ 
ference  Center. 

Hime  explained  he  was  taking  a  dogmatic  position  in  this  presentation  to 
stimulate  thought.  Participants  were  allowed  to  question  and  criticize  his 
statements.  * 

“Marriage  is  a  faith  thing,”  he  said.  “It’s  a  commitment.  The  basis  for  mar¬ 
riage  is  not  love,  it’s  commitment. 

“The  kind  of  love  you  have  when  you  marry  is  not  the  kind  that  will  sustain 
a  marriage,”  Hime  explained.  “It  is  not  agape  love,  but  passion.” 

A  biblical  family  starts  with  a  biblical  marriage,  he  said.  And  while  civil 
marriage  is  good,  it  does  not  ensure  a  biblical  marriage. 

A  biblical  marriage  results  in  a  coimle  becoming  “one  flesh”  as  the  Bible 
says,  Hime  explained,  noting  “one  flesh”  has  nothing  to  do  with  sexual 
intercourse. 

_  . .  .  .  “One  flesh”  and  the  admonition  for  a  man  to  “cleave  to  his  wife”  could  be 

church  secretary  at  Wildwood  and  Her  hometown  is  McComb.  She  has  iHustrat^  by  pressing  two  hands  together,  he  said.  Simply  binding  the  hands 
Magnolia  Street  churches.  Laurel,  written  many  curriculum  units  and  together  will  cause  them  to  rot  and  will  not  join  them  because  the  outer  layer 
and  Bossier  City,  La.,  and  music  feature  articles  for  Baptist  Sunday  of  skin  will  prevent  bonding. 

director  and  secretary  at  Sandersville  School  Board,  Nashville,  and  Woman’s  However,  if  that  outer  layer  of  skin  is  worn  down  by  the  friction  of  the  two 
(Thurch.  For  most  of  the  time  she’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  publications,  hands  interacting  with  each  other,  the  blood  vessels  and  tissue  of  the  hands 
been  in  Jackson,  she’s  taught  8-year-  She  knows  sign  language  and  for  a  will  be  expos^  and  able  to  grow  together,  he  continued, 
olds  at  Oak  Forest  (Thurch.  long  time  worked  with  the  deaf  at  once  the  two  hands  have  grown  together,  they  cannot  be  separated  except 

Woodland  Hills  Church.  Now  she  lives  by  surgery,  Hime  noted.  In  the  same  way,  “biblical  marriage  cannot  end  in 
, ,  .  „  in  Clinton  and  is  a  member  of  divorce.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  stop  loving  once  you  start  loving  with 

ven  twin  Plneview  Church.  agape  love.” 

These  two  of  my  coffee  break  That  doesn’t  mean  Christian  couples  will  not  experience  divorce,  he  said. 
Since  Violet  and  I  have  the  same  chums  formed  a  friendship  with  each  because  not  all  Christians  have  biblical  marriages.  “Even  saints  make 
wedding  amWersary,  ^ptemter  ,  other  their  first  day  at  work,  and  re-  mistakes,”  he  said.  ...  u  *  .  u- 

and  our  birthdays  are  both  m  March,  buddies  to  this  day  “We  have  so  many  condemnations  about  divorce,  but  no  teachings  about 

a  day  apart,  she  calls  herself  my  twin.  ®  marriage,”  Hime  lamented. 

We’ve  been  exchanging  Christmas  The  church  should  begin  teaching  about  biblical  marriage  with  youth  age 

and  birthday  cards  for  several  years.  _  12  and  up  at  least  once  a  quarter,  he  said.  Waiting  until  pre-marital  counsel- 

She  married  Jirfin  Castle  50  years  ago  log  jg  too  late,  he  added. 

in  Belzoni,  Sept.  25,  1941.  I  married  The  church  could  have  a  more  effective  ministry  in  preventative  educa- 

W.D.  14  years  later,  in  Jackson.  Her  Just  as  a  kite  is  tied  to  a  string  and  tion  at  the  top  of  the  hill  rather  than  running  an  ambulance  service  to  the 
birthday  is  March  23  (mine  is  March  allowed  to  climb  toward  heaven  in  a  't^ttom  of  the  hill,  he  said. 

22)  and  she  was  born  at  Inverness,  wind  that  blows  mightily,  so  we  who  “Thg  best  evangelism  is  through  the  family.  If  you  get  families  in  your  church 
nine  years  before  I  was  born.  are  “tied”  to  Christ  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  apjj  start  meeting  their  needs,  you  won’t  have  to  go  visiting.  People  will  come 

Both  she  and  her  husband  are  As  we  study  the  word  and  surrender  b,  >» 
retired  now,  and  live  at  7826  daily  to  it,  we  are  drawn  heavenward  vvingfield  writes  for  HMB. 


May  25  is  -the  anniversary  date  of 
not  one,  but  two,  who  began  work  for 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  25  years  ago,  Evelyn  Keyes  and 
Betty  Smith. 

Evelyn,  who  has  worked  the  whole 
25  years  for  the  Baptist  Record,  is  now 
its  advertising  manager.  Betty  Smith, 
who  began  work  in  the  Department  of 
Student  Work,  is  now  secretary  to  the 
executive  director.  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  and  is  also  editor  of 
Alongside.  Evelyn  edits  “Bits  and 
Pieces,”  the  Baptist  Building 
employees’  news. 

Evelyn,  who  moved  to  Jackson 
from  Laurel,  lives  with  her  sister,  ington, 
Peggy.  Previously,  she  had  been 


Smith 


Violet  Castle  shows  her  gift  quilt 


Hints  and  signs 


By  Gary  Bagley 


Rosalee  Mills  Appleby,  author, 

to  Brazil,  dies  at  96 


missionary 
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Bold  New  Growth  Mississippi  at 
Linwood  brings  record  attendances 


How  TO  BECOME  A  CHRISTIAN 

Is  God  a  stranger  to  you 


On  Oct.  5,  1990,  Linwood  Church,  had  also  heard  the  report.  As  the 
Neshoba  Association,  things  looked  crowd  gathered  fw  church,  the  clouds 
bad  for  the  special  high  attendance  gathered  and  the  wind,  lightning,  and 
day.  The  people  had  worked  and  rain  came,  almost  two  inches  of  rain, 
prayed  for  a  miracle  from  God  that  What  about  the  goal?  “Linwood  did 
would  have  to  happen  if  they  reached  not  reach  the  goal,  but  God  still  per- 
their  goal  of  200  in  Sunday  ^hool,  ac-  formed  a  miracle  in  that  a  record  at- 
cording  to  the  pastor,  Lee  Hudson.  A  tendance  of  185  came  The  church  has 
year  before  the  church  was  averaging  also  enrolled  72  new  members  in  Sun- 
in  the  seventies,  but  on  a  high  atten-  day  School  during  the  past  few 
dance  day  in  the  fall  had  reached  a  months,”  said  Hudson, 
record  attendance  of  148.  The  highest  The  pastor  said  he  believes  this  in¬ 
attendance  for  a  quarter  had  reach-  crease  is  the  result  of  Sunday  School 
ed  133  bef(He  the  winter  months  set  in.  leadership  on  state  level,  as  well  as 
The  church  has  accepted  the  materials  and  leadership  on  associa- 
challenge  of  Bold  New  Growth  tional  and  convention  levels.  “If 
Mississippi  and  is  using  the  Growth  churches  will  take  advantage  of  what 
Spiral  to  coordinate  a  balanced  pro-  we  have  access  to  and  accept  the 
gram.  There  have  been  five  new  units  challenges  that  have  been  presented 
added  to  Sunday  School.  to  us,  G^  will  bless  our  efforts  and  we 

As  the  time  aj^roached  for  the  Sun-  will  see  miracles  in  church  growth,” 
day  School  hour  to  begin,  clouds  roll-  Hudson  stated, 
ed  in  across  northwest  Neshoba  Coun-  (Hudson  has  held  several  Growth 
ty.  As  Alvin  Saveli,  the  volunteer  fire  Spiral  programs  in  associations  for 
chief,  came  to  church,  it  was  reported  Randy  Ttmipkins,  state  Sunday  School 
on  his  two-way  radio  that  a  cloud  with  consultant,  and  has  worked  with  the 
wind  and  heavy  rains  would  soon  be  Sunday  School  Department  as  a 
upon  the  community.  Many  others  growth  specialist.) 


The  Bible  introduced  God  to  us.  God  is  personal,  and  he  wants  to  have 
a  personal  relationship  with  each  of  us  (John  1:12). 

loves  us ;  yet  he  also  is  our  judge  According  to  Ecclesiastes  12 : 14, 
God  judges  us  for  what  we  do,  even  what  we  do  secretly.  His  standard 
for  judgment  is  perfection.  Yet  none  of  us  can  meet  that  standard.  All 
of  us  are  sinners  in  God’s  eyes.  TIk  penalty  for  sin  is  death  and  hell  (Rev. 
20:11-15). 

God  acted  to  save  us.  Through  Jesus,  his  Son,  God  offers  each  of  us 
forgiveness  and  eternal  life  Jesus  lived  a  perfect  life.  Because  he  was 
sinless,  Jesus  was  able  to  become  our  sutetitute:  By  his  death,  Jesus 
satisfi^  the  penalty  for  sin  so  that  we  can  be  forgiven  (1  Pet.  3:18). 

Fo^veness  makes  a  personal  relationship  with  (jM  possible  FtH*  that 
relationship  to  happen  we  must  repent  of  our  sin  and  believe  in  Jesus 
as  our  Savior  and  Lord.  To  remnt  means  to  turn  away  from  sin  and  ac¬ 
cept  the  right  relationship  maw  possible  through  Jesus’  death  on  a  cross. 
Tb  believe  means  to  have  confidence  that  Jesus  provided  all  that  we  need 
to  be  right  with  God,  and  to  trust  him  to  guide  and  direct  our  lives. 

God  does  not  have  to  remain  a  stranger  to  you.  Your  desire  to  know 
him  is  the  Holy  pint’s  invitation  to  begin  a  relationship  with  God  through 
faith  in  Jesus  (Ilhrist.  Ask  Jesus  to  forgive  you  for  your  sin.  Repent, 
believe,  and  let  Jesus  make  you  a  (Christian.  When  yw  do,  tell  your  pastor 
or  Sunday  School  teacher  or  a  Christian  friend.  Find  out  how  you  can 
be  bapti^  and  become  a  member  of  the  church 


Couple  baptized 
ages  86  and  83 


Sidney  and  Mary  Ella  Beatty,  husband 
and  wife,  are  the  two  newest  members  of 
First  Church,  Polkville.  He  is  86  and  she 
is  83.  During  a  recent  revival  led  by 
Richard  Green,  both  made  public  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  and  were  baptized.  "This 
was  the  highlight  of  the  revival,  because 
of  their  age,”  said  the  pastor,  Fred  Fowler. 
Sixty  persons  have  been  added  to  this 
church  in  the  past  tvra  years. 


Revival  dates 


Evangelism  is  “heart”  matter 


X  Rv  Rroona  Kpnt  Paine  .to-oi,  Juiui  cvaiiscusi. ,  oiiig- 

X  By  Breena  Kent  Fame  gg^vices,  7  p.m.  night- 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  “If  diminishing;  but  it  matters  to  me  that  ly;  nursery  provided;  Robert  M. 
Southern  Baptists  (km’t  get  back  to  do-  one  day,  because  of  Cooperative  Pro-  Carlisle,  pastor, 
ing  what  we  know  how  to  do  best  —  gram  deficits,  we  may  not  be  able  to  Johnson  Creek  Church  (Greene) : 
evangelism  and  Sunday  School  —  it’s  fund  our  missionaries.  .  .  .  God  help  May  26-31;  services,  7  p.m.;  Emmett 
going  to  get  worse  than  it’s  ever  been,”  us  to  have  empty  pockets,  if  we  can  Boone,  Lynn  Ray  ’ (murch,  Petal, 
John  Sullivan  told  students  and  facul-  have  a  full  heart.  evangelist;  Keith  Thompson,  pastor’ 

ty  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  “Our  sermons  must  be  more  than 

Speaking  during  the  seminary’s  lofty  words  held  together  by  quotes  of 
Gurney  Evangelism  Lectures,  the  ex-  Scripture,”  Sullivan  explained.  “If  you 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of  the  do  not  spend  time  with  the  written 
Florida  Baptist  Convention  said,  word  of  (jod,  if  you  do  not  spend  time 
“Evangelism  is  more  than  a  matter  with  the  living  word  of  (rod,  then  you 
of  the  mind;  it’s  a  matter  of  the  will  have  no  word  from  God.” 
heart.”  “The  ministers  with  the  power  of 

“I  don’t  think  we  have  a  theological  the  Holy  Spirit  that  I’ve  met  are  not 
problem  about  evangelism ;  I  don’t  the  ones  who  speak  in  an  -unknown 
think  we  have  a  sociological  problem  tongue,  but  those  who  learn  to  control 
about  evangelism;  I  don’t  think  we  the  one  they  have,”  he  continued, 
have  a  psychological  problem  about  “When  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  into  a 
evangelism.  I  th^  the  problem  is  we  church,  he  doesn’t  nuike  the  church  do 
have  a  humanistic  problem  with  strange  things ;  he  makes  the  church 
evangelism  that  we  need  to  settle  do  ri^t  things.” 
because  we  have  full  pockets  and 
empty  hearts,”  said  Sullivan,  a  native 
of  AiKted,  W.V. 

“It  may  not  matter  to  you  that 
Cooperative  Program  funds  are 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efflcient/friendly  sMwice, 
comfortable  traveUng.  Make  plans 
for  your  groap,  young  or  old.  we’ll 
make  your  travel  arrangements  or 
provide  only  transporution.  For 
more  information  call  toll  free  in 
Mississ^  or  out  of 

state  18W6S4  «37»  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  Service,  Box  2554, 
Laurel.  MS  39442. 


Senior  adult 
corner 


FOR  SALE:  Used  padded  PEWS 
and  pulpit  furniture,  32  ^eces  — 
|3,290.M;  Fiberglass  Baptistry  — 
1500.09;  Berkey  Colortran  church 
dimmer  system  (21.C  KW  total 
capacity),  2  controUers/light  flx- 
tures  —  price  negotiable.  (601) 
842-7875. 


W.  B.  Boatner, 
retired  DOM, 
dies  at  85 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  Ihm  Shows,  Cedm  Hill 
Charter  Service,  l-8i9«2»4849  (In 
Miss)  or  1  899  654  4379  (Out  of 
sUte). 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39991.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(691)  693-1451. 


PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-169, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
condKioued  lodgitag;  swimming,  |9 
tickets,  chcesehnrger  eookout, 
dessert  and  hreakf  art — an  indhid^ 
ed!  Can  591/253-8418  today! 


Morris 

Chapman 


Eddie 

Martin 


Fred 

Wolfe 


John 

Sullivan 


Pj'pose  of  Conference 


Workshop  Topics 


Just  for  the  Record 
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^^/xrvelous^^l  monoav, 

IN  MAY  ffTTOOpm 


Southside  Church,  Lucedale,  will 
observe  its  20th  anniversary  and 
homecoming  celebration,  Sunday, 
June  2.  Tom  Miller  is  pastor. 

The  Louisiana  State  Singles  Con¬ 
vention  will  meet  at  First  Church, 
New  Orleans,  June  21-23.  The  key  note 
speaker  will  be  Becky  Pippit  with 
music  ^  Nancy  Honeytree.  Registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  $17.50  with  additional  $10  for 
thiw  meals  (including  dinner  theatre 
and  a  crawfish  boil).  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  Family  Ministry  Depart¬ 
ment,  Louisiana  Convention 
(1-800-622-6549)  or  First  Church 
(504-895-8632). 


MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1101  N.  MAIN  ST. 

HATTie$6UftO,M$ 


Conterance  Hods 


to  teach  the  Biblical  basis  and  importance  of 
praise  and  worship 

To  teach  the  fundamentals  of  praise  and  wor¬ 
ship  —  the  "how-to's" 

To  experience  praise  and  worship. 


Champion  f=<Mest  Baptist  Church 
Houston,  Texas 


Fourteen  youth  and  their  leaders  of  First  Church,  Flowood,  picked  up  litter  on 
March  2.  The  youth  group  has  been  assigned  a  two-mile  section  of  highway  475  just 
west  of  the  Jackson  International  Airport  by  the  State  Highway  Department  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  are  required  to  pick  up  the  litter  twice  a  year. 


•  Planning  a  Praise  Service  { 

•  The  Praise  Transition 

•  Biblical  Basis  of  Praise 

•  Personal  Praise  Life 

•  Partners  in  Praise.  Pastor/Staff  Relationships 

•  Praise  and  the  Charismatic  Movement 

•  Observable  Elements  of  a  Praise  and  Worship 
Service 

•  diblical  Examples  of  Acceptable  and  Unac¬ 
ceptable  Worship 

•  Praise  and  Warfare 

Cost:  Registration  fee  —  $10000.  No  charge  for 
spouses;  additional  staff  members  from 
the  same  church  —  $30.00 
Fee  includes  meals. 

For  more  information  and  registration, 
call  or  write:  Michael  Burt 
Champion  Forest  Baptist  Church 
12501  Champion  Forest,  Houston,  TX  77066 
713-440-3800 


Michael  Burt 
Minister  of  Music 


O.  Damon  Shook 
Pastor 


Whltesburg  Bapttd  Church 
HuntewHe,  Alabama 


Mrs.  Mary  Helen  Reynods,  WMU 
director  at  Heucks  Retreat  Church, 
Brookhaven,  is  shown  presenting  a  check 
for  $1,989  to  Greg  Potts,  pastor.  The  check 
was  given  by  the  church  to  the  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering  for  home  missions. 
The  majority  of  this  money  was  taken  up 
in  one  Sunday  in  an  “All  The  Way  In  One 
Day”  emphasis.  This  is  the  largest 
amount  of  money  ever  given  by  the 
church  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Of¬ 
fering.  The  previous  high  was  $1,803 
which  was  given  in  1989. 

The  church  also  had  an  “All  The  Way 
In  One  Day”  emphasis  in  December  1990 
for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
The  church  gave  a  total  of  $4,378  to 
foreign  missions  which  was  the  largest 
amount  ever  given.  The  majority  of  this 
money  was  given  in  one  Sunday. 

Macedonia  Church,  Mendenhall, 
Simpson  Ca,  will  observe  its  ISOth  an¬ 
niversary  on  June  2.  Bobby  Thornton 
will  bring  the  morning  message, 
followed  by  dinner  on  the  ground. 
Afternoon  services  are  from  1:30-2:30. 
Old  fashion  dress  is  optional. 


Dick  Thomasslan 
Minislef  of  Music 


Jim  Jackson 
Pastor 


First  Southam  Baptlat  Church 
Oaf  Cny,  Oklahoma 


Ibm  Ellff 
Pastor 


Antioch  Church,  south  of  Pelahatchie,  celebrated  the  burning  of  the  note  on  their 
new  fellowship  hall,  April  7.  Shown  from  loft  to  right  are  Don  Carter  and  Frank  Huff, 
deacons;  Larry  Duncan,  pastor;  C.  H.  Means,  finance  committee  member;  Lavoy 
Wilkinson,  deacon  and  chairman  of  the  finance  committee;  Ronald  Palmer,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  deacon  board;  Robert  Patrick,  finance  committee;  Paul  Aronder,  deacon; 
and  G.  B.  Bowman,  deacon.  James  McKay,  deacon  and  finance  committee  member, 
was  not  present. 


Family  Fun 
on  the  Guy' 


Elnjoy  our  gulf-front  inn  on  your 
vacation  this  year.  Ihke  advantage 
of  the  year-round  golfing,  fishing 
and  sight-seeing  or  stn^  along  the 
26  miles  of  white  sandy  beach. 


Spend  some  time  in  our  heated  pool, 
game  room,  and  dining  nxxn. 
Children  wiD  enjoy  the  special  play 
area  while  Mom  shops  at  the  neai^ 
Eklgewater  Mall.  Children  under  18 
free  in  parents’  room. 


Correction 


been  amMinted  as  missionaries  to  The  Itoung  Muaiclana  of  Flrtt  Church,  CoHlnavUla,  received  a  superior  rali^ 
Thailand  An  article  concerning  their  for  their  performance  during  the  State  Young  Musicians  Choral  Festiv^  heW  in  Oin- 
appointment  appeared  in  the  April  25,  ton  recently.  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  graders  competed  for  the  first  time.  Members 
1991  Baptist  Record.  One  important  ot  the  choir,  picturad,  left  to  right,  front  row.  are  Holly  Jones,  Dustin  Smith,  Alan  Green, 
item  was  omitted,  accidentally.  That  Brooke  Joyner,  Kristi  Hutchinson,  Beth  Howard,  Kylie  Ethndge,  Jennifer  Pouncey, 
is  that  since  1988  Marshall  has  been  back  row,  music  director  Charles  Hinson.  Matthew  Parker.  Josh  Todd,  choir  director 
pastor  of  Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Maureen  Sellers,  and  Derrick  Ford.  Not  pictured  are  Rachelle  White,  Jo  Beth  Lan- 
Church,  Newton,  Miss.  non,  and  Hollie  Campe. 


(koup  rates  and  various  package 
plans  availaUe  starting  from  $155 
(3  days,  2  nights)  May  1  to  Sept 
15,  1991.  Send  coupon  for  free 
brochure 


mi  BDLOXI  BEACH  RESORT 

MSi  MOTOR  INN-  — - - 

2736  Beach  Blvd.  •  Biloxi,  Mississippi  39531  •  601-388-3310 


Oral  Church,  Lamar  Aaeoclation,  had  ground  breaking  ser¬ 
vices  for  a  fellowship  hall  and  Sunday  School  rooms  on  Feb. 
17  following  the  morning  services.  Pictured  are  members  of 
the  building  committee,  front  row,  left  to  right,  Gary  Hagan, 
Annie  Rose  Griffith,  Robert  Sim'mons,  and  Larry  Rawls;  back 
row.  Acker  Smith.  Harvey  Fillingame,  and  Steve  Terrell.  Not 
available  for  picture  were  B.  J.  Barrett,  pastor,  Coy  Rawls,  and 
David  Hagan. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CTTY,  STATE,  ZIP 
PHONE _ 


TOLL-FREE  800345-1570  • 

BIU)^MISSISSn>PI _ 


★LOW  COST* 
LIFE  INSURANCE 


Jacuson  Nationa;  Lite  ins  Co  no  XL137 
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OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric«.  binding  and  styla  to  maot  avofy 
naad.  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad. 
Writs  for  illustratad  prica  foidar. 
"lntftmUon»lly  kndwn  spacra/ists” 


names  in  the  news 


William  Phillips  is  available  for 
supply  and  interim  work.  He  has 
pastored  churches  in  Mississippi, 
Arkansas,  and  Tennessee.  His  lakt 
pastorate  was  Amaziah  Church, 
Union  County,  where  he  served  12V^ 
years.  Phillips  is  supportive  of 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  causes  ■■  *  * 

and  is  sound  in  his  doctrine,  acccHtling  Charles  N.  Case  Sr.  was  guest  speaker 
to  Charlie  Ransier,  pastor  of  Amaziah  recent  chapef  services  on  the  Clarke 
Church.  “He  is  an  excellent  supply  College  campus.  He  spent  15  years  as 
person,”  Ransier  said.  Phillips  can  te  missionary  to  the  Navajo  Indians  in  New 
reached  at  (601)  333-7576  or  Route  1,  Ms’f'co  Case  is  pastor  of  Macedonia 
Box  316,  Hickory  Flat,  MS  38633.  Church  in  Simpson  County.  Pictured  with 

him  is  his  son,  Charlie,  who  is  presently 
a  music  major  at  Clarke  College. 


G.K.  &  ASSOCIATES 

(918)  481^6991  1-800-274-5022 

Fof  20  O.K.  0  A««oc.  hM  many  paopte 

in  firwRofl  tht  moat  comptHiw  Wt  Iff,  rtf. _ 


West  Corinth  Church,  Corinth,  honored  Mrs.  Corrinna  Russell  for  her 


-  -  -  service  as 

president  of  the  WMU  for  over  20  years.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Gary  A.  White, 
pastor;  Brenda  Harbin,  current  WMU  president;  Russell;  and  Ed  Gandy,  director  of 
missions  for  Alcorn  Association. 


Homecomings 


First  Church,  Marion  (Lauder-  Duffee  Church,  Little  Rod 
dale);  125th  anniversary;  May  26;  (Newton):  May  26;  services,  11  a.m.: 
services,  11  a.m.;  L.  B.  Simmons,  Allen  C.  Johnson^ former  pastor,  now 
Decatur,  guest  speaker;  dinner  on  the  of  Zachary,  La.,  message;  lunch  it 
grounds,  noon;  Walter  Blackman,  fellowship  hall,  12:30  p.m.;  afternoor 
Pastor.  singing,  &e  Revelations  Quartet,  1:3( 

Friendship  Church,  Brookhaven:  °  .  . . 

May  26;  Sunday  School,  10  a  m.;  wor- 

ship  service,  U  a.m.;  old-fashibned  * 

“dinner  on  the  grounds,"  at  noon-  on  the  grounds,  noon;  a^r- 

followed  by  afternoon  service;  James  Mon.-Fri., 

Alfred  Case,  pastor,  Eddiceton  ^Jvals6'^o^  n*^Uy<JP-rn-;  Justo 
Church.  Eddiceton.  guest  speaker  for  ^''ongelist;  Ron  Swindle,  min- 

both  services:;  Harold  Luther  Smith'  “  music, 

music;  Wiley  Reid,  pastor;  contribu-  Church,  Tylertown:  May  26; 

tions  made  will  go  to  Church  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.  and  services. 
Cemetery  Fund.  covered  dish  dinner  will 

follow  services  and  conclude  with 
Concord  Church  (Lranklin):  May  singing  service;  no  evening  service; 
26;  Sunday  School,  10  a  m  ;  worship,  Troy  Bankston,  message;  Brian 
11  a.m. ;  Hubert  Whitten,  speaker  for  Broome,  pastor 
the  n^rning  service;  dinner  on  the  Johnson  Creek  Church  (Greene): 

Ua.  music“^d“Sea3‘«rh^  I'S  “HT 

la  jsbDj.  singers;  Keith  Thompson,  pastor. 

Antioch  Church  (Lawrence):  May  Heucks  Retreat  Church, 
26;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  Brookhaven  (Lincoln):  May  26;  Sun- 
11  a.m. ;  speaker,  Bruce  Brady ;  lunch  day  School,  10  a.m. ;  worship,  11  a.m. ; 
at  noon  in  fellowship  hall;  singing  in  dinner  on  the  grounds,  noon;  special 
afternoon;  John  H^gpeth  is  pastor,  afternoon  singing  and  memorial  ser- 

dinner-nn-f he-0miinH  ■  PH  MoHanioi  upxeep  01  uie  cemetery. 


I  “A  credible,  even  outstanding 
I  academic  commen-tary  on  the  Holy 
I  Scriptures  which  will  be  spiritually 
f  theologically  faithful  to 

■  the  orthodoxy  of  the  Bible.  I  urge  every 
I  fellow  pastor  in  Christendom  to 
I  purchase  every  precious  volume  in  this 
I  magnificent  commentary.” 

I  W.A.  Criswell,  Senior  Pastor, 

I  First  Baptist  Church,  DaUas,  TX 

I  “[The  NAC’s]  treatment  of  the  issues 
I  seems  to  present  a  thorough  survey  of 
■  newer  scholarship.  The  explanation  of 
I  passages  is  good.  The  outlines  are  clear." 

I  John  D.W.  Watts,  Southern 

I  Baptist  Seminary,  Louisville,  KY 

“1  believe  The  New  American 
Commentary  is  a  work  whose  time  has 
^^^^^^come.  I  am  impressed  with  the  clarity,  the 
practicality,  the  scholarship,  and  what  I 
consider  to  be  the  homiletical  helpfulness  of  the  materials.” 
Adrian  Rogers,  Pastor;  Bellevue  Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  TN 

“(The  NAC]  meets  a  crucial  need  for  pastors  by  providing 
’  concise  and  insightful  exposition  of  Scripture.” 

Jerry  D.  Mahan,  Pastoi,  First  Bi4)tist  Chur^  Cedartown,  GA 

“(The  NAC]  will  ‘jn-each,’  a  virtue  of  great  importance  to 
the  busy  pastor.  I  hemtily  recommend  The  New  American 
Commentary  to  all  serious  scholars  of  the  Word.” 

Larry  Lewis,  President,  Home  Mission  Board,  SBC 

“This  is  a  classic  work  and  will  make  an  immeasurable 
contribution  to  Bible  students  across  the  land.” 

James  T.  Draper,  Pastor;  First  BapM  Chnrch,  Enless,  TX 

“(The  NAC]  promises  to  be  a  landmark  series  which  willl 
make  available  to  serious  students  the  best  of  evangelical 
biblical  scholarship.  Its  emphasis  on  both  theological  truths 
and  existential  values  aeate  an  invaluable  resource  for 
understanding  and  applying  God’S  inerrant  Word.” 

Vernon  Grornds,  President  EamritaB,  Denver  Semhiary 

“(The  NAC]  is  destined  to  be  a  classic  of  evangelical 
scholarship.”  L.  lomph  Rosas,  IH,  Pmtoi; 

Union  Avenue  Baptist  Chiird^  Memphis,  TN 


Examine  the  first  volume  (Philippians/ 
Colossians/Philemon  [4201-32]  by  Richard 
R.  Melick,  Jr),  available  for  an  introduc- 
toty  price  of  $19.95  ($3.00  off  the  retail 
price  of  $22.95)  at  your  nearest  Baptist 
Book  Store  or  the  Customer  Service 
Center,  1-800-458-BSSB,  Nashville,  TN 
37234.  If  you  live  in  a  Western  state, 
1-800-677-7797.  Price  g(xxi  through 
Dec.  31, 1991.  Due  in  September,  Mark 
[4201-23]  by  James  A.  Brooks.  If  you  want 
to  receive  all  40  volumes  as  soon  as  they 
are  individually  released— and  save  20% 
off  each  one— call  1-800-443-8032.  (In 
Tennessee,  1-800-443-3065)  to  sign  up  for 
this  special  offer.  You’ll  even  receive  the 
Holman  Bible  Dictionary  (a  $29.95  value) 
for  your  commitment. 


Tony  Henry  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  Springfield  Cliurch,  Leake  A^ocia- 
tion.  He  is  now  available  fcH-  supply 
and  revivals.  Henry  can  be  reachra  at 
P.  O.  Box  276,  Walnut  Grove;  MS  39189, 
(601)  253-2232. 


Vour  Sati^action  Is  Guaranteed 

baptist  BOCK  STCSIES 


ThwrtJay,  May  O.  M>1 
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Book  reviews 


CLOTHED  IN  WHITE  by  Ray  G. 
Regiater  Jr.;  (Broadaian,  paper,  192 
pp.)  This  is  the  inspiring  story  of 
Mavis  Pate,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  who  was  killed  in  Gaza  in  1972 
when  Arab  commandos  mistook  the 
car  in  which  she  was  riding  for  an 
Israeli  army  vehicle.  Mavis,  a  nurse 
from  Louisiana,  served  on  the  ship, 
S.S.  H(^  and  then  as  a  missionary 
in  Thailand  and  Blast  Pakistan  (now 
Bangladesh)  before  transferring  to 
Gaza.  Author  of  her  biography,  Ray 
Renter  is  a  mission  representative 
in  Israel.  The  book’s  final  chapter, 
“Amin;  Why  Mavis?”,  a  touching 
tribute,  tells  how  through  this  young 
woman’s  dea^  (k)d  touched  other 
missionaries  in  Gaza.  —  AWM 

How  lb  Help  Your  Friends  by  Joe' 
E.  Richardson  Jr,  96  pp,  $4.05.  Chris¬ 
tian  helps  for  peer  counseling. 

Other  publishers ; 

Gently  Lead  by  Polly  Berrien 
Berrends,  172  pp,  Harper-Collins 
Press,  $18.95.  How  to  teach  your 
children  about  God  while  finding  out 
for  yourself. 

Riches  For  the  Mind  and  Spirit  by 
John  Marks  Templeton,  290  pp, 
Harper-Collins  Press,  $16.96.  Ibeasury 
of  words  to  help,  inspire,  and  live  by. 

What  Can  We  Do  About  Church 
Dropouts?  by  C.  Kirk  Hadaway,  134 
pp,  Abingdon  Press.  Reclaiming  the 
estranged. 

MAKING  THE  MOST  OF  THE 
BEST  OF  YOUR  LIFE  by  Kathryn 
Grant  with  Penny  Gieshrecht  (Han¬ 
nibal  Books,  Hannibal,  Ma»  185  pp., 
paper,  $9.95.)  Fbr  the  mature  woman, 
the  bmt  is  yet  to  come.  That  is  what 
Kathryn  Grant  believes,  according  to 


“Family  88” 
radio  soon 
to  go  on  air 

Mississippi’s  first  fulltime,  non¬ 
commercial  Christian  radio  station 
will  soon  be  on  the  air.  WAFR-FM  in 
'Ibpelo  should  begin  broadcasting 
around  toward  the  end  of  June  or  ear¬ 
ly  July,  depending  on  weather  condi¬ 
tions  which  will  allow  the  construction 
of  the  tower  to  go  forward. 

“We  want  to  serve  the  Christian 
conununity  in  our  area,”  said  Donald 
E.  Wildmon,  president  of  American 
Family  Association.  Family  88  is  a 
broadcasting  ministry  of  American 
Family  Association.  The  station’s 
signal  will  reach  northeast  Mississip¬ 
pi  along  with  parts  of  northwest 
Alabama  and  southwest  Tennessee. 


her  new  book.  Making  the  Most  of  the 
Best  of  Your  Life.  BYh*  the  mature 
woman,  she  has  written  chapters  on 
prayer,  discovering  opportunities  for 
ministry,  deliverance  from  fear, 
deepe^g  intimacy  in  marriage, 
building  friendships  with  adult 
children,  caring  fw  aged  parents,  and 
dealing  with  personal  illness. 

Mrs.  Grant  and  her  husband.  Worth, 
live  in  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  where 
she  is  currently  assistant  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  for  women’s  affairs  at  Palm 
Beach  Atlantic  College  They  are 
former  missionaries  to  Japan;  she 
has  also  served  as  director  of  Baptist 
Women  for  the  District' of  Ck>lumbia 
Baptist  Convention.  Ho*  book  is  wise, 
as  well  as  interesting,  reading.  — 
AWM 

CABIN  F’EVER  ON  NOAH’S  ARK 
by  Brooks  R.  Faulkner  (Broadman 
Press,  Nashville;  $5.95,  1991). 

After  150  days,  Noah  and  his  fami¬ 
ly  were  sick  of  each  other.  They  were 
confined.  They  had  ‘babin  fever.”  But, 
it  was  better  than  the  stcnmi  and  flood 
outside.  Tl^  had  to  adjust.  They 
needed  patience  and  tolerance  They 
also  ne^ed  a  change  Ministers  are 
like  that.  They  lead  the  spiritual 
journey  for  others.  But,  they  can  get 
sick  of  each  other,  toe  Th^  can  get 
cabin  fever,  but  it’s  still  bett^  than  the 
alternative. 

This  series  of  devotionals  is  an  “in¬ 
side  look,”  written  with  the  puipose  of 
rediscovering  the  sense  of  wonefer  and 
myst«7  of  the  Christian  faith.  It’s 
written  for  pastors,  church  staff 
members,  and  other  church  leaders. 
Elach  of  these  audiences  has  unique 
spiritual  needs  —  not  more  than 
other^  not  less,  but  unique.  Our 
familiarity  with  devotional  ideas 
tends  to  create  some  cynicism  with 
trite,  spiritual  cliches  for  us.  We  need 
fresh,  spiritual  eye-openers. 

Ministers  and  church  leaders  are 
isolated.  We  spend  much  energy 
leading  the  devotional  life  of  others. 
So  much,  in  fact,  that  depletion  slips 
in  on  us.  I  can  use  the  woi^  us  with  in¬ 
tegrity  because  it  has  happened  to  me 
I  get  so  hungry  to  be  fed  spiritually. 

Some  of  the  devotionals  are  —  Half 
Mystic,  Half  Mutt;  An  Omelet  Is 
Several  Broken  Eggs;  Bumper- 
Sticker  Christians;  ^ueeze  the  Tur¬ 
nip;  Hie  Minister  and  the  Green-Eyed 
Monster;  The  Merits  of  Mediocrity; 
Moses  Was  Not  an  NBA  Superstar; 
Elijah  Had  Warts;  Bathing  in 
Baloney;  Small  Sheep  Make  Cranky 
Shepherd.  —  BRF 

Revival  results 


Cioverdale  Church,  Natchez:  May 
1-5;  Johnny  Garrett,  Belmont,  La., 
preaching;  Butch  Hosea,  Natchez, 
music;  mree  professions  of  faith; 
Weyland  Gauntt,  pastor. 


The  station  will  be  a  non- 

COmnic^iai, 

tion  operating  at  88.3  r  M.  It  will 
feature  middle  of  the  road  Christian 
music,  favorite  hymns,  news  features, 
and  abdicated  programs,  according 
to  Wildmon.  Al^  he  said  the  station 
plans  to  air  some  programs  produc¬ 
ed  by  the  Southern  raptist  Convention 
and  programs'  from  other 
denominations. 

He  said  that  the  station  will  have  a 
powo-  of  50,000  watts  with  a  500  foot 
tower  allowing  it  to  reach  a  wide  area. 

The  Federal  Communications  Com¬ 
mission  recently  granted  AFA  the 
license,  following  efforts  to  secure  it 
for  the  past  four  years. 


S  V  I  V  Cii 


Hcif  PS 


Hazel  Church,  Lake:  June  2-7;  Sun¬ 
day,  10:45  a.m.  and  6  p.m. ;  Mon.-Fri., 
10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Lehman 
Strauss,  Escondido,  Calif.,  Bible 
teacher  and  Bible  conference 
speaker;  Marion  Felton,  Lawrence, 
Hazel  (hurch,  music;  Randall  Creel, 
pastor. 


Missionaries  on  furlough 


Furloughing  missionaries  in 
Mississif^  are: 

Charles  and  Nita  Boudreaux, 
Guyana,  107  Clintoo  Blvd.,  D-2,  Clin¬ 
ton,  phone  924-9657,  arrival:  7/90; 
departure;  6/91.  JcAn  and  Claudie 
Brown,  Mozambique,  919  Reeves 
Street,  Jackson  39204,  phone  371-2344, 
arrival:  9/90;  departure:  6/91.  Rick 
and  Nedra  Carter,  Argentina,  108  S. 
17th  Avenue,  Hattiesbui^  39401,  phone 
582-3744,  arrival:  8/90;  departure; 
7/91.  Paul  and  Hannah  Gay,  Ethiopia, 
1606  Pear  Orchard  Place,  Jackson 
39211,  phone  957-1394,  arrival;  8/90; 


dqiarture;  7/91.  James  and  Dottie 
Gilbert,  Panama,  223*  Nicholson 
Avenue,  Waveland  39576,  phone 
466-2908,  arrival  4/91;  departure:  1/92. 

Eddie  and  Marilyn  Graves,  Chile, 
704  Pooderosa  Drive,  Starkville  39759, 
phone  323-4216,  arrival;  11/90;  depar¬ 
ture:  6/91.  Betty  Hart,  Chile,  Box  1, 
Sandy  Hook  39478,  phone  736-3874,  ar¬ 
rival:  3/91;  departure:  7/91.  Steven 
and  Minnie  Hicks,  Mexico,  506  Jeff 
Davis  at  Fifth,  Long  Beach  39560, 
phone  868-8389,  arrival:  12/90;  depar¬ 
ture:  8/91.'  Lloyd  Lunceford,  Thiwan, 
3684  Lakeland  Lane,  D-3,  Jackson 


39216,  [hone  362-3402,  arrival:  1/91; 
departure:  7/91.  Dennis  and  Sherrie 
Meilstrup,  Argentina,  Rt.  3,  Box  146, 
Meridian  39301,  phone  693-7186,  ar¬ 
rival:  6/90;  departure:  6/91. 

Donald  and  Rose  McCain,  Portugal, 
5107  Myrtle,  Moss  Point  39563,  phone 
475-0362,  arrival:  7/90;  departure: 
6/91.  Steve  and  Vidonia  Smith,  Argen¬ 
tina,  27  Kimberly  Drive,  Laurel  39440, 
phone  649-8843,  arrival:  6/90;  depar¬ 
ture:  6/91.  Roger  and  Penny  Stacy, 
South  Brazil,  520  Magazine  Street, 
Tupelo 38801,  phone 489-1692,  arrival; 
7/90;  departure:  7/91. 


NIVBMeTcit.pia 
NIV  Sody  Nom  $129.91 


"BibleSource  is  a  must  for  the 
busy  pastor.  It  saves  time 
in  sermon  preparation  and 
enhances  personal  Bible  study." 

— Dk.  Ken  Hemphill 
Pastor  and  Author 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Norfolk 


ZoodervanPublishingHouse 


A  Dmaon  of  HarpcrCoUiiuAiMuSm 


BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

/Wi  GemieS 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE. . 


. .  .BibleSource  software.  BibleSource  features 
easy  load-n-go  study  modules  —  putting  all  the 
speed  and  power  or  your  personal  computer  to 
work  for  you.  And  you  choose  the  modules  that 
best  fit  your  personal  need! 

GettheNIV  Study  Bible 

NlodulC  (an*89%alue)  FREE 

when  you  buy  it  pacluiged  with  the  NTV  Bible  Module 


BibleSource  is  being  developed  to  include  the  best  study 
helps  and  Bible  translations  available.  Future  modules 
include  Bible  dictionaries,  commentaries,  topical  Bibles, 
concordances,  and  much  more. 


Every  BibleSource  Module  comes  with 
a  full  60-day  Money  Back  Guarantee! 

So,  you  can't  go  wrong.  Stop  in  now  and  ask  to  see 
BibleSource  — your  fast,  personalized  source  for 
complete  Bible  knowledge. 


BAPTIST  BOOK  STORES 


Shop  your  nearett  Baptut  Book  Store.  Or  call  or  write  the  Customer 
Service  Center,  l-800-458>BSSB,  Nashville,  TN  37234.  If  you  live  in 
a  Western  state,  call  l-300-677>7797. 


BYPU  BTU  REUNION 

Riidgecrest 
July  20-26,  1991 


THIS  REUNION  IS  FOR  YOU  . . . 

If  you  ever  belonged  to  BYPU  or  BTU 

THIS  IS  YOUR  CHANCE  . . . 

If  you  ever  wanted  to  revisit  the  good  frierxls,  great  times,  and  happy  feelings  of  your  youth 


For  Registration  and  Cost  Information,  contact: 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  donference  Center 
Box  128 

Ridgecrest,  NC  28770 
704-669-8022 


REOSTER  BY  JUNE-15 


For  lYogram  Information,  Contact: 
Reunion 

Discipieship  Training  Department 
Baptist  Sunday  Sch^  Board 
127  9th  Avc.,  N. 

Nashville,  TN  37234 
615-251-2842 

BRING  A  CAR  LOAD! 
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Complacency  prevents  experiencing  the  fullness  of  God 

^  ...  .  .  .1  j  .  A_  ..11  WkOVrA  0/«/*A< 


By  Benny  Still 
Ephesians  3:14-21 

In  our  day  of  “quick-fix”  mentality,  few  will 
feel  satisfied  or  “fulfilled”  by  the  gradual  pro¬ 
cess  of  becoming  that  mature,  well-grounded, 
disciple  God  desires  for  us. 
If  we  discipline  ourselves  to 
respond  to  the  leadership  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  instead  of 
“doing  our  own  thing,”  there 
is  the  promise  of  spiritual 
fulfillment  offered  by  God. 
Then  we  can  offer 
unrestrained  praise  to  God 
and  experience  his  un¬ 
fathomable  power  in  our 
Gtiii  lives  and  in  the  church  as 

well.  Let’s  evaluate  our 
spiritual  lives  in  light  of  Paul’s  prayer  as 
recorded  here  in  verses  14-21. 

Prayer  should  reflect  an  attitude  of  deep 
reverence  and  earnestness.  It  is  not  some 
magical  incantation  to  attain  the  things  we 
want  most  in  life.  Paul’s  humility  before  the 
Father  is  evidenced  in  verse  14:  “For  this 
reason  I  kneel  before  the  Father.”  Paul  had  a 
sincere  desire  that  Christians  might  enter  ful¬ 
ly  into  all  the  privileges  God  has  for  them.  I’m 
reminded  of  the  guy  who  saved  and  worked  — 
and  worked  and  saved.  He  had  a  health  in¬ 
surance  policy  that  was  second  to  none  It  would 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


pay  100  percent  of  claims  made.  When  the  man 
became  ill,  rather  than  using  his  insurance 
policy,  he  dipped  into  his  savings.  He  did  this 
again  and  again  until  his  savings  had 
deteriorated  in  much  the  same  fashion  as  did 
his  health.  When  asked  why  he  never  filed  on 
his  insurance  policy,  he  replied,  “I  was  afraid 
they  might  cancel  my  policy! ”  Are  we  like  that 
when  it  comes  to  appropriating  the  blessings 
of  God  in  our  lives?  If  we  never  file  a  claim  on 
the  policy  of  God’s  blessings,  how  will  we  ever 
know  his  unlimited  power?  Malachi  3  en¬ 
courages  us  to  “test”  or  “prove”  the  Lord  as  to 
his  willingness  and  ability  to  make  good  his  pro¬ 
mises  to  those  who  love  him.  We  Christians 
need  to  realize  that  our  poli^  with  Jesus  can¬ 
not  be  cancelled  for  it  is  written  in  his  blood! 
We  are  a  part  of  the  family  of  God  if  we  have 
trusted  Jesus.  He  becomes  Lord  as  we  relin¬ 
quish  control  of  every  area  of  our  living  to  him. 

As  for  status  and  prestige,  we  all  know  those 
people  who  get  a  thrill  and  an  ego  boost  by  be¬ 
ing  close  to  someone  famous.  You  know  the 
type:  th^^  like  to  “hohmob’*  with  the  “big-wigs.” 
As  members  of  the  company  of  the  redeemed, 
we  are  in  the  one  great  f&rnily  of  God  the 


Father.  How  much  more  prestigious  can  you  get 
than  that  (v.  15)?  Paul  voices  a  bold  request  for 
spiritual  fulfillment  out  of  God’s  unlimited 
resources  in  verse  16.  Our  fulfillment  should 
never  be  measured  the  accumulation  of 
material  things  (“keeping  up  with  the  Joneses” 
syndrome).  If  we  would  become  fit  vessels 
through  which  tlie  Lord  can  manifest  himself, 
then  we  need  to  seek  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  our  inner  lives.  True  fulfillment  will 
be  accomplished  in  our  lives  only  as  we  align 
our  wills  with  God’s  will.  TVying  to  align  his 
with  ours  will  never  do! 

I  just  love  to  be  around  folks  who  are 
unreserved  in  this  display  of  Christian  love. 
Iliey  have  a  ready  hamtehake,  smile,  and  a  hug. 
They  exhibit  a  genuine  display  of  God’s  love. 
There  are  other  Christians  who  are  “stand¬ 
offish”  in  their  greetings  —  to  the  point  of  be¬ 
ing  “stuffy.”  Could  it  be  the  way  we  greet  folks 
is  directly  related  to  how  well  we  understand 
the  width  and  length  and  heighth  and  depth  of 
(Christ’s  love  for  us?  In  verse  17-18  Paul  says  that 
if  we  are  rooted  and  established  in  love,  then 
we  will  have  the  understanding  we  need  to  show 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Lord!  I  believe 
that  Paul’s  prayer  here  challenges  the  com¬ 
placency  of  self-satisfied  people. 

Sometimes  we  choose  not  to  let  the  Lord 
carry  on  his  redemptive  work  through  us.  The 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  Galatians  5:22  are  at¬ 


tributes  to  which  all  Christians  have  access. 
God  is  not  only  able,  he  is  also  willing  to  bestow 
the  totality  of  his  blessings  in  our  lives  (v.  19). 
We  are  the  “blockers  of  his  blessing”  when  we 
refuse  his  grace.  That  he  will  supply  our  needs 
is  a  wonderful  promise  (Philippians  4:19).  We 
miss  so  much  of  God  when  we  don’t  allow  him 
the  opportunity  to  work  in  our  lives. 

Look  at  verse  20:  “. . .  ^God]  is  able  to  do  im¬ 
measurably  more  than  all  we  ask  or  imagine, 
according  to  his  power  that  is  at  work  within 
us.”  Oh,  God  is  able  alright!  The  question  is,  are 
we  willking  t<5  let  him  do  what  he  wants  to  do 
in  and  through  us? 

People  want  evidence  that  God  is  alive  and 
well.  People  want  to  see  proof  that  God  car^ 
for  his  children.  Let’s  begin  to  appropriate  his 
power  and  blessings  in  our  lives.  Let’s  allow  him 
to  do  what  he  wants  for  a  change.  God’s  power 
to  supply  all  the  needs  of  individuals  and  of  the 
churach  is  at  work  to  the  extent  we  allow  it  to 
be  Let’s  allow  the  glory  of  God  to  shine  through 
our  redemed  lives  and  churches.  Self- 
satisfaction  and  complacency  are  closely  kin. 
If  Jesus  is  not  being  lUted  up  in  your  life,  guess 
who  is?  Many  of  us'  are  more  empty  than  we 
think.  Let’s  allow  the  fullness  of  God  “to  dwell 
in  us  richly.”  We’ll  be  better  for  it  —  and  so  will 
those  around  us! 

Still  is  pastor.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Mendenhall. 


Christians  must  share  wealth  to  help  others 

_  -  -  .  a  a  am  M ««  a  <a  ^  ra  aaa  a^^  a«aiaa«*A  ^l«a 


By  Ruth  N.  Allen 
2  Corinthians  8: -15 

Jesus’  teaching  on  the  sub^t  of  wealth  and 
the  stewardship  of  property  is  most'dominant 
as  Matthew  contains  109  references  to  this  sub¬ 
ject,  Mark,  57,  Luke,  94,  and 
John,  88.  Jesus  spoke  about 
five  times  as  often  on  the  use 
of  earthly  possessions  as  he 
did  any  other  subject,  and 
the  only  quotation  from 
Jesus  outside  of  the  Gospels 
treats  of  possessions.  Few 
congregations,  if  any,  will 
object  to  a  pastor  who  is 
“always  preaching  on 
Allen  money.”  Yet,  Jesus  talked 
five  times  as  much  about  the 
stewardship  of  property  as  about  prayer. 

Mark  Twain  is  cr^it^  with  having  remark¬ 
ed,  “People  are  always  talking  about  the 
weather,  but  no  one  ever  does  anything  about 
it.”  Something  like  that  may  be  said  about  love 
for  Jesus.  One  talks  a  great  deal  about  lovejor 
him  but  does  very  little  to  show  it.  Jesus  cares 
not  at  all  for  the  songs  and  words  of  love  if  his 
sheep  and  lambs  are  not  fed.  “If  you  love  me,” 
he  challenges,  “keep  my  commandments.”  Paul 


UNIFORM 

had  this  in  mind  when  he  urged  the  Cmintluans, 
“Prove  the  sincerity  of  your  love.” 

In  the  day  in  which  Paul  wrote,  there  was  a 
great  use  of  pottery  in  the  home  and  in 
business.  Some  of  the  pottery  makers  covered 
over  flaws  by  using  wax  which  was  smoothed 
over.  (Consequently,  customers  were  never  sure 
if  they  were  purchasing  quality  pottery.  Com¬ 
petent  pottery  makers  placed  signs  over  their 
doorways  which  read  “sine  cera,”  made  without 
wax.  FSx)m  these  words  comes  the  word 
“sincerity,”  which  means  “without  flaw  or 
blemish.” 

The  kind  of  giving  Jesus  demands  is  that 
which  comes  from  the  heart.  It  is  giving  with 
no  thought  of  return  or  ulterior  motive. 

Paul  commends  the  giving  of  the  churches 
of  Macedonia,  who  gave  because  they  had  ex¬ 
perienced  the  grace  of  (xod.  The  gauge  of  giv¬ 
ing  is  always  in  proportim  to  the  understan^g 
of  the  grace  of  (jod  in  one’s  life  No  (me  who  tru¬ 
ly  un(lerstands  the  work  of  grace  in  the  heart 
of  a  Christian  can  withhold  their  gifts  to  G<xl. 

(^,  himself,  does  not  need  gifts.  The  wealth 
of  God  and  his  ownership  of  ^e  world  are  in¬ 


dicative  of  the  truth.  Giving  is  compared  to  the 
farmer  who  was  asked  how  much  milk  his  cow 
gives  each  day.  He  replied,  “She  doesn’t  give 
any  at  all.  However,  we  take  several  gallons 
from  her.  She  is  better  off  and  so  are  we.” 
Believers  differ  from  the  cow,  in  that  Ckxl  does 
not  take  it  away;  but  God  works  a  miracle  of 
grace  in  lives  that  make  his  followers  want  to 
give  to  others  who  are  in  need.  One  gives,  also, 
because  this  is  the  means  whereby  some  peo¬ 
ple  come  to  know  Jesus.  One  gives  to  help  those 
who  are  less  fortunate  and  may  have  en¬ 
countered  hardship  or  troubles.  One  gives 
because  of  a  desire,  for  Jesus  has  first  given 
himself.  ■■  >  ' 

The  Macedonian  Christians  gave  because  of 
the  grace  of  God,  which  they  had  experienced 
in  their  own  lives.  They  gave  beycmd  their 
means  because  of  the  special  nee^  and  the 
special  love  they  had  for  their  Lord.  They 
“urgently  plead^”  (v.  4)  for  the  opportunity 
to  help  others.  'They  considered  the  act  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  privilege  of  service.  The  Macedonian 
Christians  genuinely  met  the  test  of  sincerity. 

The  believers  of  Macedonia  were  overj(»y^ 
to  be  able  to  give  Years  ago  a  London 
newspaper  offer^  a  prize  for  the  best  defini¬ 
tion  of  “money.”  The  young  man  who  won  the 


prize  offered  this  as  his  definition:  “Money  is 
an  article  which  may  be  used  as  a  universal 
passport  to  everywhere  but  heaven,  and  as  a 
universal  provider  of  everything  but  hap¬ 
piness.”  Not  only  did  the  Mace(kmian  Christians 
give  out  of  their  poverty  and  want,  but  also  tbQr 
did  it  cheerfully  and  were  happy  for  the 
privilege  What  a  challenge  offered  to  believers! 

Christians  today  must  understand  that  Jesus, 
though  he  own^  everything  in  the  world, 
became  poor  for  their  sakes  thatthey  might  be 
rich.  If  he  has  made  them  ri(±,  then  Christians 
must  share  their  wealth  to  ease  suffering  and 
to  help  win  the  world  to  Jesus. 

Paid  urged  the  Corinthians  to  finish  the  work 
which  they  had  begun  a  year  before  All  he  ask¬ 
ed  of  them  was  a  willingness.  If  one  has  will¬ 
ingness,  the  ^t  is  acceptable.  God  does  not  ex¬ 
pect  one  to  give  what  he  does  not  have,  but  he 
does  expect  one  to  give  of  that  which  he  does 
have!  God  has  always  expected  equality  in  giv¬ 
ing  to  the  degree  one  has  been  blessed. 

provided  manna  in  the  wilderness.  Elach 
person  had  exactly  what  he  needed.  God  prom¬ 
ises  to  provide,  and  he  expects  those  who 
receive  his  gifts  to  love  enough  to  help  others. 

Allen  lives  in  Jackson.  She  is  wife  of  Judd 
Allen,  pastor,  Ogden  Church.  Bentonia. 


Absalom’s  burning  ambition  finally  bums  Absalom 


By  Jerry  Vardaman 
2  Sam.  15:1-16:14 

All  of  us  have  known  ambitious  people.  Am¬ 
bition  is  not  necessarily  an  evil  quality.  It  can 
be  used  for  wiMlhy  purposes  or  for  self-centered 
purposes. 

The  person  whose  life  we 
continue  to  study  was  self- 
centered  in  his  ambition.  We 
look  deeper  into  those  plans 
and  procedures  which  Ab¬ 
salom  followed  in  seeking  to 
overthrow  his  father  David. 
It  is  difficult,  if  not  impo^i- 
ble,  to  find  one  redeeming 
quality  in  the  tj^  of  self- 
Vardaman  serving  ainbition  which 


of  Absalom.  Strangely,  the  name  Absalom 
means  “peace  of  his  father”  but,  as  we  all  know, 
Absalom  never  ceased  to  bring  his  father  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  grief. 

Absalom’s  ambition  and  outward  show: 
(15:1-6)  When  Absalom’s  plans  of  takeover 
became  his  one  fixed  purpose,  we  note  his  tac¬ 
tics.  He  wanted  to  impi^s  eve^one  with  his 
sense  of  power  and  prestige.  He  lined  up  50  men 
to  run  before  his  chariot  and  horses  (unlike  the 
other  sons  of  King  David  who  could  only  ride 
on  mules  —  2  Sam.  13:29).  He  learnt  the 
names  of  many  people  —  like  clever  politicians 
today,  and  pretend^  to  think  only  of  their  in¬ 
terests  —  while  having  his  own  agenda  foremost 
in  mind  and  using  innocent  people  for  his  evil 
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purposes  (cf.  15:11). 

Absalom  disguised  his  program  of  takeover 
as  a  religious  cause:  Did  Iw  call  David  an 
ungodly  man?  (Absalom  had  killed  his  brother 
and  had  no  room  for  boasting).  Did  he  call 
David  an  adulterer?  Soon  Absalom  defiled 
himself  by  going  to  bed  with  his  father’s  con¬ 
cubines  (16:22).  Absalom  reminds  us  of  Kii^ 
Herixl  who  pretended  that  he  wanted  to  worship 
Jesus  when  he  learned  of  his  birth,  but  Herod 
actually  wanted  to  kill  Jesus  (Matt.  2:8).  Ab- 
saioin  told  Davrf  that  he  only  wanted  to  go  to 
Hebron  in  order  to  “worship  the  Lord”  and 
fulfill  his  religious  vows  “four  years”  after  his 
return  from  (^hur  (15:7-12;  wc  follow  the  RSV 
here,  and  not  the  “40  ywrs”  of  the  KJV).  David 
respected  genuine  religious  inclinations  more 
than  Absalom,  and  gave  him  leave  to  go  to 
Hebron  to  fulfill  his  vow. 

Absalom’s  “religious”  program  was  soon 
revealed  to  be  a  political  pro^m.  As  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  previous  lesson,  Hebron  was  displeas¬ 
ed  with  David  since  he  had  moved  the  capital 
from  there  to  Jerusalem,  so  Absalom  knew  his 
audience  and  knew  that  if  he  could  reach  the 
right  people,  the  land  would  be  ready  to  over¬ 
throw,  and  his  own  self-centered  agenda  of  con¬ 
trol  could  be  carried  out. 


Absalom  deceived  the  people  who  supported 
him:  He  could  not  challenge  David’s  old  ad- 
viscH-,  Hushai  (15:32-37)  and  his  authority. 
Hus^  was  more  learned  and  experienced  than 
Ahithophel,  Absalom’s  new  advisor.  When  one 
later  reads  Hushai ’s  advice  in  contrast  to  that 
of  Ahithophel  (17:5-14),  one  is  struck  at  once 
with  the  brilliance  and  powers  of  persuasion 
belcmging  to  Hushai.  Eventually,  the  crowd 
around  Absalom  thins  out  and  people  turn 
against  him.  When  he  is  finally  killed,  it  is  Iw 
the  hand  of  Joab  who  at  one  time  had  befriend¬ 
ed  turn.  All  it  takes  for  demagogues  to  lose 
power  is  for  people  eventually  to  see  how 
miserable  the  state  of  their  friends  soon 
becomes.  They  (rften  ruin  those  associated  with 
them.  His  “friend”  Ajiithophe!  finally  ccmmit- 
ted  suicide  (17:23). 

Absalom  broke  promises  to  his  supporters: 
Absalom  disappointed  the  people  of  Hebron.  He 
made  Jerusalem  his  new  capital  and  did  not 
change  it  back  to  Hebron.  He  could  not  please 
both  the  people  of  Jerusalem  and  Hebron  at  the 
same  time  any  more  than  David  was  able  to  do. 

Truly  religious  people  did  not  follow  Absalom. 
They  already  knew  what  kind  of  person  he  was. 
'Their  loyalties  were  with  David  and  they  con¬ 
stantly  kept  David  informed  about  the  situation 
in  Jerusalem  and  of  the  misdeeds  of  Absalom 
(15:24-37).  Absalom’s  good  looks  physically 
speaking  did  not  unduly  impress  theM  kinds  of 
people  (2  Sam.  14:25-27). 

Absalom’S  weaknesses  finally  bum  him :  Ab¬ 
salom  had  told  multitudes  around  him  that 


David  was  guilty  of  delay,  and  if  only  he  were 
judge  things  would  Immediately  be  set  right 
(15:3,  4).  Yet  when  Absalom  became  king,  he 
made  some  grave  mistakes  with  his  judgmoits. 
Because  he  did  not  immediately  pursue  David, 
Da>^  was  able  to  consolidate  his  forces,  and 
finally  to  defeat  Absalom.  David  inspired  such 
liwalty  that  even  his  foreign  mercenary  forces 
(the  C^tans  and  Philistines  of  Gath)  rallied  to 
him  and  cast  their  lot  with  him  in  his  suffer¬ 
ings  (15:18-23). 

The  final  element  in  Absalom  which  did  him 
in  was  his  hatred  of  his  father.  He  would  not 
be  satisfied  until  he  killed  David.  David  was  so 
tender  in  his  affections  for  his  way^rd  son  that 
he  ordered  his  men  to  spare  his  life.  When  Ab¬ 
salom’s  hatred  drove  him  into  the  rsgiGn  ^ 
Transjordan  where  David  took  refuge  (he  was 
at  Mahanaim  —  the  old  capital  l^ul’s  son, 
Ishbaal,  and  his  general,  Abner,  had  previous¬ 
ly  used)  then  he  would  be  killed.  Ironically,  that 
hair,  that  he  was  so  proud  off,  caused  his  death 
when  it  was  caught  in  a  tree.  He  had  misused 
his  good  looks  to  deceive;  now  he  was  deceiv¬ 
ed  ^  his  own  assets.  Ab^lom’s  burning  am¬ 
bition  finally  burned  him  —  like  Macbeth  in 
Shakespeare’s  great  play.  There  is  much  in  the 
account  of  Absalom  which  is  instructive  —  for 
those  who  have  eyes  to  see  and  ears  to  hear  — 
in  our  own  day  and  time  — 

“Give  a  rascal  enough  rope,  and  he  will  hang 
himself.”  One  thinks  at  this  old  proverb  about 
Absalom,  hung  from  the  tree  in  Transjordan! 

Vardaman  is  professor  of  archaeology.  MSU. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  VUlage  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
HotUH-  an<hMemo^.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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MEMORIALS 
March  1,  1991  - 
March  31,  1991 

Mr.  R.  M.  Laac 
Philatlwa  SS,  FBC  Columbus 
DavM  Nathaa  Leggc 
Brothers  k  Sisters  of  David 
Nathan  Legge 
Grace  Ceriaa  Lester 
Ruth  SS,  Second  BC, 
Greenville 
Mr.  Jack  Lewis 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Hayes  Bransconae 
Mr.  k  Mis.  W.  G.  Branscome 


WCtS’C* 


Mrs.  Martha  MUlsaps 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  Bidwell 


Mr.  James  Marvin  Phillips 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  W.  Adams 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Calvin  P.  Brunson 
Mrs.  Ann  0.  Jeffcoats 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  C.  Sellers 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  K.  McCaskill 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Richard  Hanson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Manning 
Mrs.  Lynn  Myrick 
Keith  PMk 

Mr.  Ii  Mrs.  Barney  R.  Cook 
Mrs.  Vera^  Peat 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Rollins 
Mrs.  Paaline  Pspe 
Daimy,  Naiuy  k  John 
Gregory 

Mrs.  LaciUe  Psarcian 
Crosby  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  P.  N.  Conerly 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Elwood  Crain 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Harris  POweli 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  C. 

Wii^ate 

Mr.  Whyne  Praetor 
Mr.  k  Blrs.  Ibrry  Champion 
k  Wendy 
Staci  Putt 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  S.  M.  Dowdle 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Floyd  Malone 
Mr.  J.  R  Rainer 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  Reynolds 
Mr.  Jimmy  Ramey 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Corage 
Mr.  John  Ramia 
Mr.  f  Mrs.  Marion  C.  Pace 
John  Allen  Ratliff 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charlie  Dunn 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L.  Locke 
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Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harry  C.  HaU 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harold  M.  Stone 
Mrs.  Marietta  R.  Minyard 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  H. 

Coleman 

Mrs.  R  F.  Ibwiisend 
Mrs.  Mildred  W.  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Doris  T.  Mitchell  k 
Family 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  E.  Maase 
Mrs.  John  T.  McArthur  Jr. 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Moeller 
Goss  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Martha  MaRen 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Ihny  Mnllins 
Mr.  Ir  Mrs.  Vincent  C. 

Mullins 

Mr.  Oaode  Murphy 

FBC  Grenada 
Mr.  A.  G.  Nash 
Mrs.  Vera  B  Nunnery 
Mr.  Jack  Nelms 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Delbert  L. 

Haynes 

Mr.  Steve  Nelms 
Hr.  ii  Mrs.  Tommy  Gelston 
Mrs.  Lizsie  Nelms 
Mickey  k  Beulah  West 
Annie  Laura  Newcomb 
Mr.  W.  E.  Davis 
Mrs.  Fannie  Ruth  Godwin 
Mr.  Mike  Nichols 
Miss  Mary  Alice  Upchurch  k 
Family 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  Arthar  Nowell 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Long 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ovilee  Naanery 
Ms.  Annie  H.  Nunnery 
Mr.  R.  L.  Naanery 
Ms.  Helen  L.  Curro 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Naanery 
Miss  Mary  F.  WyaR 
Dr.  Kenneth  Olive 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Malcolm  W. 

Heard 

Laaelle  Oliver 
Baptist  Women,  West 
Gulfport  BC 
Mrs.  Ida  Lee  Oswalt 
Mrs.  Allene  Heater 
Ms.  Anna  Flynt  Knight 
Mr.  k  Un.  Willis  H.  Morgan 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  Vbung 
Flarenee  Perrie  Ovarhy 
Ms.  Elizabeth  Eckert 
Mr.  Eddie  Ovarstroct 
Ruth  SS,  FBC  IVpelo 
Mr.  lOas  B.  Pace 
Mr.  Ii  Mis.  Pat  H.  Shivers 
Mrs.  Mehra  Page 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  L. 
Cheatham  Jr. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Palascftree 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Whiter  B  Moore 
Mr.  Ihas  HIH  Parker 
Mrs.  Marlene  V.  McPhail  li 
Craig 

VMa  Patrick 
Mrs.  MaUe  McBay 
Mamaw  PaarciaB 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  RoUins 
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Sally  Lends 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Herman  L. 
Duncan  Jr. 

Mr.  Paul  Little 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roy  CUburn 
WaUan  &  little 
Ina  Buckley.  Harda  k  Tntett 
Smith 

Mr.  Fred  Lacke 
Lillian  Hinton 
Inez  McCullar 
Cecil  Sharp 
Tilden  Lamar  Laper 
Mrs.  Agatha  A.  Neal 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Leslie  LaU 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Cecil  O.  Holland 
Mr.  Lea  Lsvdace 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  D.  D.  Farmer  Sr. 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Monroe  Kirby 
Mrs.  Estelle  Lawary 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  J.  Thompson 
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H  India  Nunnery  Campus,  Jackson 


H  Dickerson  Place,  Brookhaven 

I  Urfisv)!,  Oiviil  I _ 
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Ms.  Barbsun  0.  McCarley 
Or.  Robert  Henry  Fnrr  Lynch 
Mrs.  Lj.  E.  Long 
llie  Joe  Stoner  Family 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Wayne  Boa 
Mrs.  Jane  F.  Rone  berry 
USFkG  IiHurance  Compaqy 
Mrs.  Garden  Marks 
Mrs.  Emmett  Sutton 
Mite  Mary  F.  Wyatt 
Mrs.  Ivy  Martia 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Wairen  W. 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Doiuild  G.  Mullins 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Wayne  Peacock 
Mrs.  Bessie  RawUags 
Mrs.  Winnie  Gossett 
Hr.  k  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Hayward  Rawsar 
Corinth  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  laes  Reese 
Mis.  Hazel  Flora 
Mr.  Jekaale  C  Rkks 
Hr.  k  Mrs  Dewayne  Stevens 
Mrs  Dinah  RRcy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  F.  L.  Marvil  II 


Deanaah 

Wiggina 

_ 1  J*t«tO» 


Mr.  Bca  Gas  Skate 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  M. 
Pentecost 
WUIUm  A.  Simnu 
Mrs.  Andy  N.  HiMcax 
Mr.  Frank  Mmpeea.  Sr. 

Him  Mary  F.  Wyatt 
His  Helen  F.  Roberts 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Robert  J.  Giddy 
Dennis  ShigMerTy 
Mrs  N.  L.  Shoemaker  Jr. 
Mr.  Wayac  HUpper 
His.  Frank  Collins 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Prince 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Canale  H.  Smith 
Grady  McLaurin 
Mrs  ChrMine  Moaley 
Jnahaa  Christian  SmKh 
Adult  Men  SS,  Shady  Grove 


PradenUa  Maacari 

Mr.  k  Mis  Dewayne  Stevens 
Mr.  k  Mis  J.  C  MayfleM 
Mrs  Ann  B  Cartar 
Mrs.  Caefl  (Lsnise  Jnl  McCaan 
Mrs  Jehonie  H.  Maaaey 
Mr.  k  Mrs  David  R  Maaaey 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Fnuik  R  Maaaey 
Mr.  k  Mis.  Billy  Mai«oid 
Mrs  Myrtle  LMtie  McCerdie 
Mrs  Ftances  Kimble 
Mr.  k  Mis.  Ellis  E.  RaniSe 
Mr.  Gny  McClare 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Jack  Crmuford 
Mrs.  Jewel  Jofancon 
Mrs.  Jey  (Mergaa)  McCael 
Mary  Ellen  A  Ellis 
Woodward 

Mr.  Hamer  8.  McGreger 
Mr.  A  Mis  John  G.  Hardy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dewey  Sanford 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Clifford  E. 
TVuHell 

Mrs  Evelyn  McMacter  • 

Mis  Hasel  Flora 
Mrs.  Haid  McMnrray 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Green 
DavM  Nefl  MeWhIrter 
Mr.  John  G.  Sigman 
Grace  Fnrr  Mega 
TEL  SS.  8prii«rield  BC, 
Martam 

Me  A  Mis  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Ms.  Amy  C  Beard 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobert  J.  Tuggle 
Mrs.  Iris  Easterling 
Mrs.  Joe  L.  MeCaU 
Mn.  Mary  ChrisUae  Sanders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ide  BDiefcens  Jr. 

A  Family 
Mr.  James  Spivey 
Ms  Patsy  CUnton 
Mr.  Sprinkle 
Mr.  A  Mis  Bob  McCord 
Mr.  V.  SUafldd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  D.  Thomas 
Ihresa  Steed 
Ms.  Patricia  M.  Kimble 
Mrs  M.  R.  Sterersaa 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Merle  A.  Riley 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Seymour  Dulaney 
Mrs.  Myrtls  Rayc 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  Filgo 
Mr.  Jse  RastcR 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  C.  Panoia 
Shelley  Lyaa  Saadefar 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  Sandefur 


Mn.  Rath  Adams  Slaart 
Mn.  Nona  Fortenberry 
Mn.  Wlacie  SlardivanI 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Sherrell 
Sturdivant 

Rev.  A  Mn.  John  A.  Wade 


Mn.  Leigh  SUU 
Mn.  Inez  Milner  Weeiiu 
Mr.  WIHy  SUne 
Ms.  Aiuie  Davis 
Brother  ef  Mn.  D.  H.  Strsta 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  H  Murphey 
Mn.  Zana  Stroud 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  Gatewood 
Mn.  Rath  A.  Stuart 
Mn.  Roy  B.  Fowles 


Mn  Lois  A.  Sauoden 
Mrs  Celma  Seales 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  G.  Hardy 


Mn  Margueritte  C.  Howell 


Croeby  Befitist  Church 

(To  be  continued) 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  W.  A.  Shanks 
Mr.  A  Mn.  MyrI  McCormick 
Menh  Fellowship  SS.  North 
Greenwood  BC 
Mr.  J.  V.  Sheffield 
Fred  Wenver  SS,  Calvary  BC. 
TUpelo 

Mr.  Ed  Shields 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  McCord 
Mn.  Frank  (Kathryn  Hargrave 
Kitty’')  Sbart 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  J.  Jaggan 
Mn.  J.  M.  Rutledge 
Mn  OUver  W.  Stubbe 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R  L.  Gordon 
Mr.  Ronnie  A  Mn.  Kathryn 
Rodgen 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  L. 

Oaig 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Harry  C  HaU 


Homemaken  SS,  Shady 
Grove  BC 

Mr.  Hcrskeal  Smith 
Rev.  A  bin.  James  A.  Case  A 
FhmUy 

Mr.  L.  H.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Albert  Mangum 
Mn.  Myrtle  (Lamar)  Smith 
Mn.  Amalita  P.  Furr 
Mn.  Edith  C.  Smith 
Him  Janet  C.  Smith 
Mrs  Nannie  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mn.  CairoU  Holkway 
Mn.  Lavelle  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mn  Robert  J.  Pace 
Mrs  Narene  Smith 
Stanton  BapCiat  Church 
BakSneU 
Mn.  Vtn  Lowry 
Mr.  A  Mn  Jamea  C.  VAitkiitt 


The  Baptist  Children's  ViHage,  from  all  of  our  six  locations, 
thanks  all  of  you  for  remembering  us  during  “Christian  Home 
Week”  and  on  Mother’s  Day.  Your  many  prayers  were  felt  and 
appreciated.  We  thank  you  also  for  remembering  us  monetarily. 
We  have  already  begun  to  receive  those  Mother’s  Day  gifts. 
These  gifts  will  assure  young  people  all  over  the  state  of 
Mississippi  a  safe  and  loving,  Christian  home.  If  you  or  your 
church  have  not  yet  mailed  your  gift  please  send  it  to;  The 
Baptist  Children’s  Village,  P.  O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS 
39060-0027. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  L.  J.  Mangum 
Mr.  Jack  Pradergart 
Dr.  A  Mn  JamM  W.  Lewis 
Mr.  H.  B  Perrltt 
Mn.  H.  B  PHTitt 
Mn.  Sac  R  Phclpa 
Mn  Jo  Fhbian 
Mr.  Lw  PkSHps 
Mr.  A  Mn  0.  F.  Lupo 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Pete  Jamea 
Mn.  Gladyi  Paaat 
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-  Larey  dedicates 

prayer  room 

The  new  prayer  room  in  Lawrence 
Hall  at  William  Carey  College  was 
dedicated  during  the  spring  con¬ 
ference  of  the  directors  of  missions  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus,  April  27.  The 
prayer  room  was  refurbished  by 
faculty  and  students  during  the  first 
semester.  It  was  dedicated  in  honor  of 
Miss  Trugen  Beard  of  Hattiesburg. 

Miss  Beard  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Hattiesburg  and  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  Main  Street  Church. 

She  provided  financial  assistance  for 
ministerial  students  at  the  college  and 
upon  her  death,  her  estate  was  left  to 
the  college  to  provide  a  ministerial 
scholarship  and  funds  for  the  renova¬ 
tion  of  Lawrence  Hall.  L 

I  ai 

Fulbright  selects 
Carey  grad 

David  Davis,  a  1976  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College,  has  been 
selected  to  participate  in  the  1991 
Fulbright-Hays  Seminars  Abroad  pro-  j  t 

gram.  He  will  take  part  in  the  ^ 
seminar,  “Indonesia  and  the  ygg 
Challenge  of  Development.”  Davis’s 
specific  contribution  will  be  research 
on  the  role  of  Islam  in  the  economic  j  g^ 
development  of  the  Achnese  of  North-  pj„, 
ern  Sumatra.  ^ 

This  is  the  second  time  that  Davis 
has  received  a  Fulbright  Fellowship, 
one  of  the  most  prestigious  honors  in 
American  education.  He  was  the  reci¬ 
pient  of  a  fellowship  in  1983  for  a  year 
of  archaeological  research  in  Africa. 

Davis  is  currently  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  history  at  Millsaps  College 
in  Jackson.  After  completion  of  the 
B.  A.  in  history  and  Biblical  studies  at 
Carey,  he  completed  the  M.A.  in 
history  at  Baylor  University,  and  the 
Ph.D.  in  history  at  Northwestern 
University,  Evanston,  Ill. 

•  The  smallest  drip  of  a  leaky  faucet  can  waste  over  50  gallons  of  water  per  He  is  the  son  of  I^lph  and  Cora 

day.  Only  3  percent  of  the  world’s  water  is  fresh  water.  Joyce  Davis  of  Hattiesburg,  retired 

•  Reducing  your  thermostat  only  one  degree  reduces  your  heating  bill  2  missionaries  to  Ghana, 
percent. 

•  A  single  houseplant  can  reduce  hazardous  indoor  pollution  by  up  to  67  per¬ 
cent  in  only  24  hours.  will  air  IlCW 

•  Composting  food  and  yard  waste  can  reduce  garbage  by  as  much  as  28 

f  I  ^  ^  f  I  “spiritual  sitcom 

•  By  recycling,  the  average  family  can  save  6  pounds  of  glass  per  person,  per  r 

month.  TUPELO  (American  Family 

•  Only  20  percent  of  plastic  soda  bottles  are  currently  being  recycled.  Association)  —  'Television  producer 

•  Only  5  percent  of  the  hazardous  waste  in  homes  is  taken  to  one  of  the  23  Norman  Lear,  who  founded  the  left- 

existing  collection  centers  in  the  United  States.  wing  political  group.  People  for  the 

•  Recycling  motor  oil  prevents  soil  and  water  contamination.  American  Way,  says  traditional 

•  The  average  person  throws  out  6  pounds  of  steel/tin  cans  per  month.  "These  religious  groups  have  failed  to  answer 

cans  can  be  recycled.  the  spiritual  needs  of  America. 

•  Aluminum  foil,  as  well  as  cans,  can  be  recycled.  Elach  aluminum  can  recycl-  Lear  plans  to  meet  the  needs  in  his 

ed  saves  95  percent  of  the  energy  needed  to  produce  one  new  can.  new  program  “Sunday  Dinner,” 

•  Plastic  bags  can  be  washed,  reused  and  \vhen  discarded,  they  can  be  scheduled  to  begin  on  CBS  May  26. 

recycled.  American  Way,  the  publication  of 

•  Buying  items  in  recycled  packaging  and  refusing  products  that  are  over-  American  Airlines,  called  the  pro- 

packaged  reduces  solid  waste.  gram  a  “spiritual  sitcom.”  In  an  inter- 

•  When  replacing  appliances,  recycle  discarded  ones  through  salvage  yards  view  with  columnist  Doug  Nye,  Lear 
or  charitable  collection  centers  and  shop  for  energy  efficient  replacements,  said :  “1  look  now  at  the  ’90s,  and  this 

•  Energy  Miser  incandescent  light  bulbs  save  energy  while  long-life  bulbs  country  suffers  a  deep  spiritual 

use  more  energy  than  standard  bulbs.  malaise,  and  nobody’s  appealing  to  it.  . 

•  Become  better  educated  by  reading  for  ways  to  be  a  better  steward  of  our  The  religious  right  did  for  a  period,  tist  Church.  My  hobbies  are  swim- 

world.  and  still  continues  to.  But  mainline  ming,  gymnastics,  going  to  church, 

RECYCLING  RESOURCES  churches  don’t  do  that  good  a  job.”  and  talking  on  the  phone.  I  would  like 

Books  Lear,  who  has  ridiculed  and  de-  for  a  toy  or  girl  to  write  me.  My  ad- 

The  Recycler's  Handbook  by  The  Earth  Works  Group,  Berkeley,  CA;  The  meaned  Christians  and  Christianity  in  dress  is:  Rt.  2,  Box  186,  Baldwyn,  MS 
Earthworks  Press,  1990.  past  television  programs,  now  plans  38824. 

50  Simple  Things  You  Can  Do  to  Save  the  Earth  by  The  Elarth  Works  Group,  to  provide  answers  where  traditional  tove  in  Christ, 

Berkeley,  CA:  The  Earthworks  Press,  1989.  Christianity  has  failed.  In  his  new  Kristi  Massey 

The  Green  Consumer  by  John  Elkington,  Julia  Hailes  and  Joel  Makower.  found  “spirituality,”  Lear  draws  heavi-  PS.  Please  send  me  a  picture  of 
New  York:  Penguin  Books,  1990.  ly  from  the  Chinese  philosopher  Lao-  yourself. 

Save  Our  Planet  by  Diane  MacElachern.  New  York:  A  Dell  "IVade  Paper-  tzu’s  “Tho  Th  Ching,”  or  Book  of  the 
back,  1990.  Way.  Drawing  on  that  and  other  Hi. 

Magazines  sources,  Lear  plans  to  promote  his  My  name  is  Kathryn  Hudson.  I’m 

/t  Worked /or  Me.' How  /  Helped  Save  the  Planet  !  by  Deborah  Heiligman.  own  New  Age/Secular  Humanist  10>/2  years  old.  My  mom  homeschools 
Parents  Magazine,  April  1991.  religion.  me  in  5th  grade.  I  enjoy  swimming. 

Garbage:  The  Practical  Journal  for  the  Environment.  P.  O.  Box  56519,  Having  recently  been  “converted”  golfing,  reading,  and  playing  tto 
Boulder,  CO  80322-6579  ($21  per  year).  through  a  spiritual  pilgrin^age,  Lear  piano.  I  would  really  like  a  Christian 

Pamphlets  plans  to  use  “Sunday  Dinner”  to  do  bey  or  girl  to  write  to  me  very  soon. 

“The  Bible  Speaks  on  Ecology,”  The  Christian  Life  (Commission,  901  Com-  what  he  says  none  of  the  traditional  Love  in  (Christ, 

merce  Street,  Suite  550,  Nashville,  TN  37203-3696  (17  cents  each).  religious  bo^es  in  America  are  doing.  Kathryn  Hudson 

“Recycling :  A  (Christian  Stewardship,”  "The  (Christian  Life  Commission,  901  Observers  feel  it  is  a  hypocritical  act  Address : 

Commerce  Street,  Suite  550,  Nashville,  TN  37203-3696  (  6  cents  each).  on  the  part  of  CBS,  which  has  con-  5536  Hanauma  Street 

Published  by  the  (Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  sistently  refused  to  sell  time  to  any  Bay  St.  Louis,  MS  39520 

vention,  901  Commerce  Street,  Suite  550,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203-3<9«.  (Christian  (including  Billy  Graham).  (601)  255-5763 
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Environmental  facts 


THE  GARBAGE  GLUT  ^ 

The  average  American  family  prtouces 
about  100  pounds  of  garbage  per  week. 

An  estimated  44  billion  pounds  of  trash  are  v 

dumped  into  the  oceans  every  year.  \ 

The  shipping  industry  dumps  more  than  /  ] 

450,000  plastic  containers  into  the  sea  I 

every  day.  I  i 

‘  More  than  one  billion  trees  are  used  an-  1^.'. 

nually  to  manufacture  disposable  diapers.  .. 

'  About  70  percent  of  all  metal  products  are 
used  one  time  and  then  discarded. 

'  More  than  200  million  tons  of  pesticides 
are  used  annually  in  California  alone. 

Plywood  emits  formalehyde  and  is  one  of  the  home’s  biggest  sources  of  in¬ 
door  pollution. 

Each  year  220  million  tires  are  discarded  by  American  motorists. 
Currently,  80  percent  of  solid  waste  is  being  dumped  in  6,000  landfills. 
Another  10  percent  is  recycled,  and  the  remaining  10  percent  is  incinerated. 
Each  year  1.7  billion  disposable  pens,  500  million  disposable  lighters,  and 
2  billion  disp(»able  razors  are  trashed. 

Enough  aluminum  is  discarded  every  three  months  to  completely  rebuild 
our  nation’s  commerical  air  fleet. 

Over  3  million  automobiles  are  abandoned  each  year  in  the  Unittol  States. 
Packaging  accounts  for  $1  of  every  $11  spent  for  food.  One-third  of  our  gar¬ 
bage  is  packaging.  * 

The  largest  single  component  in  landfills  is  newspaper. 

Only  6,000  of  the  20,000  landfills  operating  in  1978  are  still  operating.  14,000 
have  closed  and  2,000  more  will  be  full  by  1993. 


My  name  is  Heather  Massey.  I  am 
11  years  oldT  I  go  to  Baldwyn  Middle 
School.  My  hobbies  are  swimming, 
singing,  and  talking  on  the  phone.  My 
address  is  Rt.  2,  Box  186,  Baldwyn,  MS 
38824. 1  would  really  enjoy  havinag  a 
pen  pal. 

Your  Friend, 

Heather  M. 

P.S.  I  would  like  an  address  and 
phone  number. 

Hi,  my  name  is  Rebecca,  I  am  nine 
years  old  and  in  the  fourth  grade  and 
I  love  to  swim.  I  take  piano  lessons 
from  my  Sunday  School  teacher.  I 
have  one  sister  and  one  brother.  Well, 
better  go,  please  write  soon. 

Your  pen-pal  to  be, 

Rebecca  Hudson 
5536  Hanauma  St. 

Bay  St.  Louis,  MS 


Hi! 

My  name  is  Samantha  Long.  I  am 
10  years  old.  I  go  to  East  Webster 
Elementary.  My  hobbies  are  talking 
to  my  friends,  swimming,  and  riding 
horses,  plus  more.  I  would  enjoy  hav¬ 
ing  a  pen  pal. 

Love, 

Samantha 
My  address  is: 

Samantha  Long 
Rt.  1,  Box  5 
Pheba,  MS  39755 


